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“Everyone 

will be given 

the chance to 

shine 

brightly” 

 

 

Post 
Easter 2021 

Rushcliffe 

It has been so wonderful to welcome 

everyone back to school... 
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The Principal’s Letter 
 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

With the lengthening of the days and the cheering of the weather, many of us 
arrive at the end of term with a sense of optimism, spurred on, of course, by the 
gradual opening up of society once again. When I wrote in the last issue of the 
Rushcliffe Post, I talked about counting down the days until 8

th
 March and the 

return of pupils. That day came and it has been wonderful to see the school 
come to life again – from the chatter and laughter around the corridors to the 
enthusiasm and hard work in lessons.  

You’ll see that, although many restrictions remain in place, there continues to 
be lots going on across the school community and I’m delighted that we will 
reintroduce more and more extra-curricular activities after Easter, working in 
line with the latest government guidance. In this issue, you can read about our 
new eSports club, some fantastic work from pupils in design technology and an 
array of events put on by our library team. You can also find out about the 
lockdown drama club and the virtual showcase in which pupils have taken part; 
there is a link in the article so that you can watch the latter. We’ve also included 
some information in this issue about some events taking place over Easter 
including the Friary Easter Sleepout. As you may know, The Friary are a local 
charity who work to give advice and support to those who are homeless. The 
Easter Sleepout is an event that anyone can take part in from home and will 
help raise money for a great cause. Please do support it if you can. 

Thank you for your continued support. I hope you have an enjoyable Easter. 

Damian Painton 
Principal 
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Celebrating World Book Day despite restrictions 
 

Rushcliffe 
School was 
keen to 
celebrate World 
Book Day 2021 
despite being 
under Covid-19 
restrictions.  

Look at the 
fantastic 
costumes that 
pupils and staff 
came up with, 
can you spot 
anyone you 
recognise? 

The Story of  Coronavirus 
 
Ellen Harrington in 7B has created a poem all about the Coronavirus. She has sent it off to 
Blue Peter in the hope that she might earn herself a famous Blue Peter badge. We will keep 
you posted! 
 
The Story of Coronavirus 
 
It started as a small virus in China, 
It all seemed quite minor, 
no one could have guessed it would turn out like this, 
All the normal things we didn’t think we’d miss, 
School and work went online, 
That was the big sign, 
That this was not something small, 
And we could only talk to friends on a call, 
The NHS saved millions of lives, 
Helping people to get better and survive, 
Sir Tom Moore raised loads of money, 
Made the world begin to feel sunny, 
Christmas came bringing love to all, 
As the beautiful snow started to fall, 
Suddenly a glimmer of hope, 
A new vaccine better than soap 
The new year came, 
And we had our aim, 
To get the vaccine to everyone, 
And get this job finally done, 
We can all get through this, 
If we stick together it can be bliss 
 
by Ellen Harrington 
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Geography Competition 

This half term we 
announced the 
‘Together for our 
Planet’ competition 
in Geography! 
 
Students could use 
the template to 
draw a picture 
representing what they would like to see 
in our future planet. We have had some 
fantastic submissions so far with some 
great ideas for the future of our world! 
 
The competition is being ran by the 
WWF and the UK Government and the 
winner will have their artwork displayed 
at the next UN climate change 

conference! It 
would be fantastic 
to see a Rushcliffe 
student’s work put 
up for the world to 
see!  
A big thank you to 
everyone who took 
part.  

Rushcliffe eSports 

Our Esports club have entered 
into a national tournament run 
by the British Esports 
Association. They are 
competing against a range of 
schools and colleges across 
the country, playing the PC 
game Overwatch.  

The club started the tournament well, beating 
Barking and Redbridge College 3-2. The last two 
fixtures have both been losses, but the teamwork 
shown by the team members has been excellent. 
The club has been a great success and we are 
hoping to expand the club in September.  

You can follow the club’s progress on our Twitter 
account and YouTube channel 
(RushcliffeComputing). 

Key Stage 5 Maths 

There have been several virtual events organised for our A Level mathematicians in recent 
months. Many pupils have signed up for various lectures given by university lecturers and 
admissions tutors for students to learn more about problem-solving, the application of maths in 
real life and guidance on applying to study Mathematics at University. 

On Tuesday 2nd February, the Mathematics outreach teams from Oxford and Cambridge 
delivered a lecture ‘’Maths Makes A  Difference”, demonstrating how predictions can be useful in 
a wide range of situations. On Monday 8th February the AMSP (Advanced Maths Support 
Program) delivered a session titled “Setting Out In Problem Solving”. Finally, on Wednesday 3rd 
Match the AMSP then delivered a “Moving On With Maths” event, giving  A Level mathematicians 
an insight into problem solving as well as looking at the admissions procedures for universities 
and the relevant admissions tests. 

In other news, Bekaleigh Allen in Year 12 (one of our Maths and 
Further Math students)  has been successful in her application to the 
“Women in Maths” residential event at Trinity College, Cambridge. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to develop her Mathematics around 
similar academic and enthusiastic young women. Women in Maths 
Residential – Trinity College Cambridge 

I’ll leave you now with a question from one of the sessions: The four digit number 2652 is such 
that any two consecutive digits from it make a multiple of 13. Another number N has this same 
property and is 100 digits long. If this number begins with a 9, what is the last digit of N? 

Mr Hardy (KS5 Maths Lead) 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/access/residential/women-in-maths-residential/
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/access/residential/women-in-maths-residential/
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Lockdown Drama Showcase 

The Drama Department kept up it’s offer of extra-curricular during lockdown, running both the 
Drama subject ambassador programme and a remote Drama club.  

Our KS4 and 5 Drama subject ambassadors created an options video to inform Year 9 about 
GCSE Drama, with current and past students of GCSE Drama offering their experiences of 
what the course is like. Getting to grip with life on camera, students also created short 
performance videos to contribute to YOPEY Virtual Variety show; a show to entertain care 
home residents during lockdown.  

Our ambassadors have also been aiming to actively promote our twitter account. For all news 
Drama related and to keep up to date with opportunities in Nottingham, make sure to follow 
us at @rushcliffeDRAMA.  

Due to the success of our first remote 
Drama club, the Drama department 
ran another virtual Drama club during 
lockdown. In only a short 6 week time 
period, the group captured a wide 
range of performances in response to 
the theme ‘Arts, Society and Mental 
Health.’ Their work can be seen in this 
short 20 minute video: Lockdown 2021
- Drama showcase (Rushcliffe School) 

Work from the Design Technology Department 

First is some A level product design work focusing on inclusive design.  

Extensive research and investigation, 
problem solving and development work 
has been carried out, to re-design and 
adapt a product to aid a user with 
Parkinson’s. This product enables the 
user to use the product in different 
environments and can be adapted 
from a seat to a garden kneeler. It is 
easy to move, adjust and has handy 
storage for gardening equipment. 

A perfect example of how design and 
technology can improve lives, solve 
problems and help others. 

 

Here is a great example of Year 7 Design Technology work.   

Students were asked to think about what housing might look 
like in the future. They were challenged to design a micro-flat 
no more than 36 square metres.  

It had to be comfortable to live in for one person and should 
provide the essential items needed for day to day living. This is 
just one example of the fantastic ideas that were produced.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjakfDutcHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjakfDutcHg
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Book Club 

Year 7 meet every Wednesday lunchtime in the LRC. Come along to make new friends and 
join in with quizzes, games, book awards and much more. We hope to start an after-school 
club for year 8 in the near future. 

The ‘Brilliant Book Award’ (BBA) is an annual award voted for by Key Stage 3 students from 
schools across Nottinghamshire, 
Nottingham City and Derbyshire. 

We are currently reading the 6 
shortlisted books and enjoying virtual 
talks recorded by the shortlisted 
authors. After Easter the students will 
be voting for their favorite book and 
the winning book will be announced 
on 26

th
 April 2021.   

For more information about the BBA 
go to: 
https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/  

Library and Resource Centre News 

World Book Day Thursday 4th March 2021 

World Book Day celebrations at Rushcliffe were a little different this year but  year 7 students 
and staff who were in school still got to dress as book characters! There were also various 
competitions including the English Department’s ‘Shelfie Selfie’ inter-form quiz to match 
photos of staff bookshelves with the correct person. Well 
done to the winners 9B!  

The LRC received some brilliant entries for the year 7 
competition to decorate a potato as a book character. 
Again, it was really difficult to choose! 

Congratulations to the winner: Isabella Dobson 7B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And also to  runners-up, Iman 
Zoko 7A and Jodh Sangera 7E. 

These were all fantastic entries!                               

https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/
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Penny Joelson- virtual author event  

On Wed 24
th
 March Book Club students were treated to a one-hour interactive LIVE event 

featuring award-winning author, Penny Joelson.  

There was also a talk from HarperCollins about careers in publishing. The event involved an 
amazing 1500 students from 150 schools! 

Next half term Book Club will be reading Penny’s book, I Have No Secrets, a page turning 
thriller seen through the eyes of a unique narrator.  

‘I really enjoyed today’s live talk because it really inspired me to read and look into my future 
career as a possible book cover designer. I loved being able to ask questions and enjoyed 
hearing what other people had to say’  

Eden Macdonald 7D  

‘I really liked this meeting because it was inspirational and motivational. I loved hearing from 
people that have experience in writing, publishing and so on. It was amazing’ 

Sophie Forster 7C 

‘I loved today because getting advice from professionals is really helpful and I am very grate-
ful for the opportunity we were given’ 

Lily Rogers 7E 

‘I really enjoyed learning about I Have No Secrets. Finding out lots of things about Penny was 
really interesting as well.’ 

Harry Shardlow 7J 

‘I really enjoyed today as it has given me a lot of helpful writing tips and was interesting to lis-
ten to. It has also inspired me to read I Have No Secrets’ 

Megan Robinson 7E 

‘I really enjoyed the meeting because I love to interact with anything to do with books and au-
thors. It is very interesting in my opinion because I want to be an author when I’m older’ 

Celine Khout 7D 

‘I really loved this event! I liked how we got to communicate and see the author who an-
swered our questions. I also loved how other schools joined in and it was a great calm down 
session’ 

Freya Bagguley 7D 
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Follow us on Twitter 

 

@RushcliffeSCH 

 

Rushcliffe School, Boundary Road,  
West Bridgford,  

Nottingham, NG2 7BW 
 

Tel: (0115) 9744050 
Email: admin.office@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Website: www.rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

 

 

 

19th April 

School re-opens  

 

3rd May  

Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

 

 

 

 

5th & 6th May  

Y13 PE Assesments 

 

31st May—4th June 

May Half Term  

 

The Easter Careers 
Hunt 

Looking for some inspiration 
about your future this 
Easter?  

To take part in the Easter 
Careers Hunt, created by 
InvestIN, just head to their 
website: InvestIN: Find Your 
Future - InvestIN Education 

Friary Easter Sleepout 

Hello from the Friary, we invite everyone to join in the Big Easter Sleepout, raising funds for 
local charity the Friary, working locally to end homelessness. 

“Young people who've become homeless are deprived of a solid start in life, fewer life 
chances and limited access to opportunities. Let's make sure young people get the support 

they need, so they can learn, 
earn and thrive.” 

It’s so easy to join in from home. 
Be sure to ask a parent/carer to 
sign you in. Thank you so much 
for uniting to fight homelessness 
and poverty, and good luck 
with your fundraising! 

Anybody can take part, so 
please do challenge your friends 
and family to join you: https://
ceosleepoutuk.com/blog/virtual/ 

Diary Dates:  

April - June 2021 

https://investin.org/pages/find-your-future
https://investin.org/pages/find-your-future
https://ceosleepoutuk.com/blog/virtual/
https://ceosleepoutuk.com/blog/virtual/

