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“Everyone 

will be given 

the chance to 

shine 

brightly” 

 

 

Post 
Christmas Term 

2020 

Rushcliffe 

We’ve been getting into the Christmas spirit... 
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The Principal’s Letter 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 

We reach the end of what has been a very challenging term for the 
school community. When I reflect on the last few months, I could 
not be more proud of the commitment and resilience of our staff, our pupils and their families. 
Not only have we all had to re-establish routines broken by the first lockdown but we’ve also 
had to adapt to new ways of doing….well, almost everything! When you consider too the 
disruption caused by periods of self-isolation, the worry over ill or vulnerable loved ones and 
the impact of the various restrictions on our health and wellbeing, getting to Christmas feels 
like a real “we did it” moment. 

In this issue of the Rushcliffe Post, there would normally be talk of Christmas dinners in the 
community, Christmas concerts and all sorts of other festive activities. Although many of our 
usual events haven’t been possible this term, there has still been a great deal going on 
across the school. Year 7 have been involved in a number of challenges and competitions 
organised by our library team. The Sixth Form have continued to contribute to the local 
community in lots of ways. The drama department have recently produced a virtual 
showcase and this has quickly been followed by the music department’s virtual Christmas 
concert. A different medium but still the same level of hard work and incredible talent on 
show. And, if that wasn’t enough, there was even a staff Christmas song! We’ve always been 
a school that celebrates the Arts and, at a particularly difficult time for the industry, you can 
read about some of the ways we’ve kept up our support: Tune Up Tuesday, virtual 
instrumental lessons and much more. In the previous issue of the Rushcliffe Post, there was 
an article about our Green Flag award and you’ll see that our pupils’ passion for the planet 
has continued with involvement in geoscience events, homework projects on biomes and 
creating sustainable sculptures in our memorial garden. 

Christmas is a time where we usually enjoy the company of loved ones but, for so many, this 
year will be different, either because of the restrictions imposed nationally or because of 
difficult decisions taken to protect vulnerable members of the family. We’re fortunate that 
technology allows many of us to stay more connected than ever when we can’t see each 
other face-to-face, but there will be more people than ever who feel a sense of loneliness 
and isolation over Christmas this year. I hope we can all do a little something to reach out to 
those people; it could be a phone call or two over Christmas or perhaps a friendly chat every 
now and then through a window or over a garden fence. Whatever each of us does, it might 
make all the difference to someone.  

Before I finish, I just want to pause to acknowledge all the critical workers who have done, 
and continue to do, so much to support our community. Whether you work in the NHS or 
social care, you deliver food or other essential supplies to our shops, you work for the 
emergency services or you contribute in another way, on behalf of everyone at Rushcliffe 
School, thank you. Just as my colleagues and all those across the education sector go the 
extra mile each day to get the best for children, we recognise the immense sacrifices so 
many of you are making each and every day to help us all.  

However you spend the Christmas period, I hope you and your loved ones remain safe, 
happy and healthy – and that you find opportunity for some laughter and joy as this very 
difficult year comes to a close. Thank you for all your support this term. 

Damian Painton 
Principal 
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Community First 
 

One of the Enrichment options for Year 12 is 'Community First'. Students 
decide, in small groups, what they would like to focus on, the only 
requirement is that they must be involved in the community in some way. 
Here is a little snapshot of what they have been working on:  

Year 12 primary - Over the past 3 weeks we decided to do arts and crafts 
sessions with year 3’s and 4’s at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School. We 
focused on making the arts and crafts fun and educational with our three 
sessions based on dinosaurs, turtles and butterflies. 
Sticking with an environmentally friendly theme, we used paper 
plates as the main resources in order to create the animals. 
 
We thoroughly enjoyed this experience and we hope the 
children did too. In the future we wish to carry out more 
environment activities and we thank the staff at Pierrepont 
Gamston for their support over the few weeks. 
 
Joanna Rowney, Martha Thompson, Samantha Sharpe, Mia 
Savage, Esmé Davis and Nina Watts. 

 
Our Year 12 Community First students have also been looking at 
ways to help out those less fortunate. One group have been 
collecting food and other donations from Year 7 tutor groups over 
the past few weeks, challenging each tutor group to fill a hamper. 
Congratulations to 7H who won the competition to bring in the most 
donations, followed by 7F in second place and 7C in third place. 
The food collected will be donated to the Trussell Trust Food Bank 
to help out the less fortunate over the coming season.  

Merry Christmas from the wellbeing team! 

While we hope you have a wonderful festive season, we know that for many people Christmas 

can be a particularly difficult period, especially so after the year we have all experienced.  

Around this time of year, there is an added expectation to be happy and relaxed, and this 

feeling can add more pressure to an already stressful time. For some, it may be quite a lonely 

time over Christmas as we are not allowed to visit as many people we would normally like to. 

It could be for some that this is their first Christmas without a loved one and the idea of 

“celebrating” seems out of place. For some, the emphasis on food and gift giving can heighten 

concerns around eating or financial restraints. And for some, home may be a difficult place to 

be over the Christmas period. 

If you would like any support in school with any of these issues in the new year, please feel 

free to come and talk to us about how we can help. In the meantime, if you or someone you 

care about are finding things difficult and need a helping hand over the Christmas holidays, 

there are a number of organisations that you can contact to receive support, just go to our 

website for more information: Advice & Support – Rushcliffe School  

We hope you have a peaceful Christmas and wish you all the very best for the New Year.  

Helen Thorpe (Wellbeing Coordinator) and Natalie Plau (Pupil Wellbeing Support Worker) 

http://rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk/advice-support/
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Music Department News 
 
It has been an unusual term in the music department with the absence of extra curricular 
clubs. We are delighted to have our instrumental and vocal lessons up and running again and 
these have been a great success with the new safety measures put in place. We have places 
available for lessons on most instruments and are always keen to encourage new starters. If 
you would like more information please contact your music teacher for details. 
 
This half term we have been trying to keep some form of music making going, and both 
students and staff have been working hard to produce a virtual Christmas performance. A link 
has been placed on moodle in the music section which will direct you to the performances. 
You can also find the full Christmas concert here.  

We hope to hold live events again soon and look forward to welcoming you back. Have a 
good Christmas Break - Mr Dove 

Flood Recovery 

A little over a year ago, B Block suffered 
significant flooding when excess rainwater 
entered the school site from adjoining land. It 
gives me great pleasure to let you know that 
the reinstatement work has finally been 
completed, with just a few minor snagging 
items remaining. 

All affected classrooms, corridors, offices and 
B Hall are fully operational once more, with 
repair costs of 
around £1.4 million 
met by our 
insurers. It is a 
tribute to staff, 
students, and our 
contractors, that 
the school 
remained fully 
operational 
throughout the 
repair works, and 
not a single lesson 
was lost. 

Undoubtedly the 
first national 
lockdown also 
allowed us to 
speed up the 
recovery process. 
The photos show 
some of the rooms 
that have been 
reinstated. 

Mr Harrison 

Creative Craft at Christmas 

The Year 10 Creative Craft group have 
been busy creating a wonderful Christmas 
tree sourcing recycled wood from 
pallets. They’ve completed everything from 
design to the final staining to ensure it was 
ready in time for Christmas.  

The tree is for the memorial garden to light 
it up with a festive cheer in the cold weeks 
before Christmas and before the flower 
bulbs blossom.   

Amazing work year 10s! Well done to 
Amari Kelly, Ashley Noble and Lottie 
Roddy for getting this done in such a short 
time frame.  

https://youtu.be/olbFGEEY5A4
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News from the Drama Department 

The Drama department have been busy ensuring that we are still able to offer as many 

Drama opportunities as possible to our students, whilst still sticking with government 

guidelines.  

Our latest Drama showcase displays performance talent across all year groups, showing just 

how creative our students can be with using technology to film their performances or using 

outdoor staging. The final version, which brings a variety of performances, can be viewed 

here.  

Although we were saddened by the news that extra-curricular had to be put on hold this term, 

we continued our applications for the subject ambassador programme and received a large 

number of applications. A congratulations goes to Liam Brown, Martha Charleston, Celine 

Khout, Katie Austin, Katie Tucker, Uma Bhullar, Leo Cook, Lily Ferlinc, George Newbury, Tilly 

Bull, Sophie Morris, Daisy-Mai Goodman, Gracie Dowlman, Olivia Lakin O’Rafferty, Siobhan 

Horrey, Abbie Morley and Lara Wilson for being successful in their application to be a Drama 

subject ambassador. Over the year they will represent Drama for their group, sharing their 

ideas and opinions on how we can improve Drama at Rushcliffe as well as helping to promote 

any extra curricular on offer. We will also be looking at ways we can support our local 

theatres who will have been impacted by the coronavirus pandemic.  

Tune up Tuesday 

On Tuesday 24
th
 November Rushcliffe students took part in Tune Up Tuesday. An event to 

raise the profile of the arts industry and explore simple activities giving students an insight into 
the many different aspects of the Arts World. Over 70,000 students across the UK took part in 
activities led by arts professionals including Dame Evelyn Glennie, Jim Macauley from The 
Stranglers and Adil Ray OBE. It was a fantastic day for our young people to learn from arts 
professionals and also have fun! 
 
Despite the negative impact Covid has had on the arts 70% of students who responded to our 

survey might now consider a career in the arts and 84% of respondents said they learnt new 

information about the Arts Industry on the day. Long live the Arts! 

I learnt how much of an impact it had on the world [student in 7I] 
    
I didn’t know the range of jobs 
available in the art industry 
[student in 7F] 
    
Arts are useful for well-being 
[student from 9D] 
 

If you would like to see any of the 

videos please use the links below. 

The password is: lovearts 

Upskill on Vimeo 
Upcoming on Vimeo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9Ncw6syvA4&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/showcase/upskill
https://vimeo.com/showcase/upcoming
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Girls into Geoscience 
 

In late November several Rushcliffe School girls took part in the Girls 

into Geoscience event held by the University of Leicester Geology 

department. The event included a range of presentations from women 

and men who work in geoscience including Martha who talked about her 

job as a volcanologist working on lava flows, Hedi who dives amongst 

coral reefs to understand climate, and Mark who talked about 

investigating the human impact on the earth.  

Students also attended a live event where they could ask questions 

about the careers in geoscience, as well as taking part in a range of activities. One activity 

aimed to demonstrate how geoscientists can investigate the diet of animals that lived 100 

million years ago! The girls that took part in this activity investigated the shape and structure 

of teeth of the Carcharodontosaurus dinosaur and found they had a serrated edge, great for 

tearing meat! The girls then had the opportunity to create 3D models using their smart 

phones, just like scientists do when modelling these teeth. 

The girls could choose to carry out their own experiment to investigate the impacts of 

earthquakes. The girls taking part in this activity made a shaker table using household items 

to find out if the design of a building and geology of the land can influence its ability to 

withstand an earthquake.  

They also found out about the ‘Vardy Quake’ which 

was an earthquake generated by the crowd 

celebrating Jamie Vardy scoring a late goal for 

Leicester City against Norwich in 2016. It was 

recorded by a seismometer in a local school!  

It is fantastic to see our students taking part in 

events beyond the classroom to pursue their 

interests and find out more about future careers – 12 of the 80 participants in the event were 

from Rushcliffe School, showing once again our students shining brightly!  

The University of Leicester Geology Department also tweeted to say a huge thank you for 
attending – well done to the following girls for taking part: Aditi Prashanth 9A, Caitlyn 
Beardsmore 9B, Lena Ucbasaran 9D, Daisy Burnip 9L, Isla Miller 8K, Meenal Agrawalla 7C, 
Lillie-Mae Hickman 7E, Sophie Williams 7E. Zoe Campbell 7F, Alisa Chesney 7H. Ciara 
Maloney 7H, Layla Bagci 7I.  

Christmas Jumper Day! 
 

Sixth form students and staff took 
part in Christmas Jumper Day to 
raise money for Save the 
Children.  
The total raised came to £168 and 
Miss Rees was voted for "Best 
Staff Outfit”. 
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Year 8 Geography Real Homework 

This term Year 8 Geographers have been investigating biomes 
(global scale ecosystems) such as Tropical Rainforests and 
Hot Deserts. To round this topic off the students completed a 
project to research a biome of their choice, presenting their 
work in any format including newspaper articles, posters, 
leaflets, websites, or any other innovative method!  

Students carried out detailed research on the location and 
climate of their chosen biome, as well as explaining a range of 
animal and vegetation adaptations that enable them to live 
there. Finally students assessed the positives and negatives of 
human use of their biome.  

Here are just a few of the fantastic pieces of student work for 
this project, well done Year 8!  

 

An Epperstone Christmas… a little different this year 

In the light of the current pandemic Rushcliffe students 
were unable to prepare, cook and serve the traditional 
Christmas Lunch for the residents of Epperstone Court 
as they usually would. However, three Year 11 
students  completed the making of mince pies and 
shortbread biscuits which were decorated and bagged 
up to be taken to the residential complex during the last 
week of term.  

These were greatly 
received and the 
students worked 
hard to produce quality bakes that were presented in style! 

Well done to Emre Durukan, Vaughn Fernandez and 
Ashleigh Russell! 

Mrs T.M.Lacey 
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Book Club 

Year 7 meet every Wednesday lunchtime in the LRC. Come along to make new friends and 
join in with quizzes, games, book awards and much more. We also hope to start a year 8 club 
in the new year which will meet after school on a Monday. 

The ‘Brilliant Book Award’ (BBA) is an annual award voted for by students in years 7, 8 and 9 
in schools across 
Nottinghamshire, Nottingham 
City and Derbyshire. 

We are currently reading the 
6 shortlisted books and 
looking forward to meeting 
some of the shortlisted 
authors (even if only 
virtually!) next term. The 
students will get to vote for 
their favorite book and the 
winner will be announced on 
22nd March 2021.  

For more information about 
the BBA go to: https://
bba.inspireculture.org.uk/ 

 

Halloween Library Detective Challenge 

Almost thirty year 7 students took the opportunity to practice their sleuthing skills in in our 
half term detective challenge. Well done to the winner Luca Fletcher 7I, who achieved full 
marks, and runners up Joseph Riley 7D, Ellie Sayers 7B and Jodh Sanghera 7E!   

Here is a selection of comments from some of the students who took part: 

“I didn’t realise that I could search and reserve books online through the LRC. Also, I didn’t 
know that you could search the British Library website. Finally, I have really enjoyed finding 
out who the thief was.” 

“I’ve learnt about Sherlock Holmes. I have found lots of books I would like to read. Learnt to 
use some detective skills. It has helped to read stuff over and over again if I don’t understand 
it.” 

“The skills that I have improved upon are my ability to search on the web and I understand 
now how an online library works a little bit 
better.  I enjoyed writing the descriptive 
paragraphs.” 

“I have really enjoyed solving the different 
questions and working out which picture 
clue went with each question.” 

 

Learning Resource Centre News 

https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/
https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/
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Miniature Book Challenge 

The year 7 challenge for the Christmas holidays is to create a miniature book 
decoration/gift. 

• Achievement points for everyone who takes part. 

• Prizes for the best books in each form. 

• Prize for the best book overall! 

Share photos of your books with the LRC by Monday 11th January. Details on 
how to enter and instructions for making the books will be posted on Satchel One (SMHW).  

Digital Resources 

With access to the LRC and other physical libraries currently restricted we have extended 
our online reading provision:  

ePlatform  

A digital library which allows students to download books onto multiple devices. 
It is available here: https://rushcliffe.eplatform.co/ 

There is also a link on Moodle: Student Resources-LRC-ePlatform The login 
credentials are the same as for the school computers:  

e.g. Username: jbloggs2020 and their usual password.  

Reading Cloud 

This is the LRC catalogue which many of the students know as Searchstar. This 
allows students to search for books, check their accounts and reserve books 

they would like to read.  

It is available here: https://u000384.microlibrarian.net/  and there is also a link on Moodle: 
Student Resources-LRC-eclipse.net 

They can login using their Windows credentials (the same as their school email accounts)  

e.g. Username: jbloggs2020@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk  and their usual password.  There are 
also Moodle links (Student Resources-LRC) for the following, with no user name/password 
required. 

A Level Review Magazine Digital Archive 

Review magazines support A level courses and can help you gain those all-important extra 
marks. They include articles written by examiners on key subject areas and features on 
exam technique. 

Complete Issues Online 

This is a one-stop, up to date online resource with articles and statistics relevant to all key 
stages and areas of the curriculum. The website is designed to encourage browsing and 
exploring a range of interesting articles and you can also search for specific topics. 

Issues Online 

Another cross curricular resource covering a wide range of social issues. 24-hour access on 
tablet, desktop and mobile to over 70 e-books, with over 1,000 printable articles, plus 
statistics and links for further research.  

https://rushcliffe.eplatform.co/
https://u000384.microlibrarian.net/
mailto:jbloggs2020@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk
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Follow us on Twitter 

 

@RushcliffeSCH 

 

Rushcliffe School, Boundary Road,  
West Bridgford,  

Nottingham, NG2 7BW 
 

Tel: (0115) 9744050 
Email: admin.office@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Website: www.rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Diary Dates:  

January—February 2021 

 

4th January 

INSET Day 

 

5th January 

School re-opens 

 

 

7th January—13th January 

BTEC & Cambridge Technical 

Exam Series 

 

14th January 

Y10 Parents Evening 

 

28th January 

Bright Day 1 

Y9 Options Evening 

9th February 

Y12 Parents Evening 

 

15th February—19th February  

Half Term 

 

22nd February  

School re-opens 

 

 

The latest from Textiles 

Year 10 – Textiles skills and techniques – Wall hanging 

The year 10 Textiles students have started their course with real focus and 
determination. They have been working hard on building a bank of new 
skills and techniques which show ways of applying colour to a fabric. They 
have looked at the work of artists Georgia O’Keefe and Orla Keily and their 
own primary images for inspiration in preparation for design work. The 
students have then demonstrated their understanding of using colour to 
enhance a product and have produced a wall hanging. The work is very 
impressive and students should be proud of their achievements so far! 
They are proving to be a very talented group! 

Year 12 – Personal project 

The year 12 students have been working on their own 
individual project titles which include themes such as 
flowers, exotic birds, growth and decay and shadows. 
They have researched and practiced a range of 
textiles techniques and used primary and secondary 
sources for inspiration. Each student has produced a 
display board and garment which reflects the theme. 
They are extremely hard working, have a clear 
passion for textiles and a real flare for design. We may 
just have the next Paul Smith or Vivienne Westwood 
amongst them!  

Year 13 – Personal Project 

The year 13 students are in the middle of completing the coursework 
element of their course and are working on a range of themes such as 
growth and decay, architecture and under the sea. Building a sketch book 
full of ideas and inspiration the students are starting to make their final 
collections which are proving to be extremely innovative. They are working 
incredibly hard and we will definitely have some fantastic outcomes at the 
end. Here is a sneak peak of how they are getting on so far! 


