Rushcliffe School

Dear Parents/carers and year 6 students.
We are really disappointed that this year we are unable to host our year 6 Open
Evening live and in person. However, in its place we have been working hard to
produce resources that will hopefully assist you in making an informed decision
about applying to our school.
In this booklet you will find information based on each of the subjects that are on
offer at Rushcliffe. This should be accompanied by you watching the ‘Year 6
Virtual Tour’ alongside the video messages on ‘Life at Rushcliffe and admissions’
by Mr Painton, our Principal, and also the ‘Transition process’ presentation by
Assistant Principal, Mr Crawley. All of which can be found on our website, link
below:
http://rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk/virtual-year-6-open-evening/
If after looking at all the information you have any questions please email them
to: admin.office@Rushcliffe.Notts.sch.uk
We look forward to hopefully meeting you in the future. Take care and stay safe.

Everyone at Rushcliffe School will be given
the chance to shine brightly

Rushcliffe School
We believe in offering pupils a broad and balanced curriculum throughout their time at
school.
In years 7 and 8, pupils are taught in mixed ability form groups for all subjects except
mathematics and languages. In year 9, pupils are also set by ability in science and English.
In years 10 and 11, pupils are set by ability in mathematics, English and science. There may
also be some setting in larger option subjects where timetabling allows. Other subjects are
taught in mixed ability groups based on the option choices pupils have made.
We believe that it is vitally important that our pupils are equipped with the right practical
and emotional skills to allow them to make the most of their opportunities and
responsibilities and to flourish in the 21st century. To support this, we have a
comprehensive program for the teaching of personal, social, health and economic
education and careers guidance; this program is delivered through form time learning
activities, assemblies, Bright Days, enrichment lessons and within relevant subjects
throughout pupils’ time at the school.
Year 7
Art
Computing
Design Technology
Drama
English
Food & Textiles
French
Geography
History
Learning Links
Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Philosophy and Ethics (RE)
Science
Spanish

Years 8 & 9
Art
Computing
Design Technology
Drama
English
Food & Textiles
French
Geography
History
Mathematics
Mandarin
Music
Physical Education
Philosophy and Ethics (RE)
Science
Spanish

Years 10 & 11
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Combined Science
Physical Education (nonexamined)
+ four option choices

Everyone at Rushcliffe School will be given
the chance to shine brightly

Art
What will students learn in Art?
To creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences using different art forms.
Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.
Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. Know about great
artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of
their art forms
What Enrichment opportunities are there in Art?
Photoshop workshops, booster sessions at GCSE. Visits to London and Harry Potter studios.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
GCSE: Art and Design (Fine Art) A level: Fine Art
What Skills are developed through studying Art?
Drawing from observation, exploring the work of artists/genres and developing different
techniques. Working with a variety of media and understand key words and concepts. Control a
variety of materials effectively, using imagination and creating ideas and evaluate and improve
existing work
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Illustrator [fashion, book, film] designer [website, graphic], photographer, photo journalist, artist
and architect.

Head of Subject: Mrs Harrington
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Computing
What will students learn in Computing?
Y7- Programming in Python, using Email and Social Networking Safely, Multimedia Presentations,
Scratch Animation
Y8- Photoshopping, spreadsheet modelling, building websites with code

Y9- Computer networks, game making, advanced python
What Enrichment opportunities are there in computing?
Pupils are able to enter national competitions like:
Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge
Cyber Discovery: a national competition to learn how to stop hackers!
We also run code clubs where like minded enthusiasts collaborate.
We have also ran computer science trips to Disneyland Paris and Berlin

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
At KS4 you can go on to study GCSE Computers Science OR Creative I-Media, which is more hands on.
At KS5 we offer A-Level Computer Science and Cambridge Technicals Level 3.
What Skills are developed through studying Computing?
The ability to create algorithms and code solutions.
The ability to use OCT creatively for a specific purpose and audience
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Programmers, Graphic Designers, Database Managers, Systems Analysts…

Head of Faculty: Mr Salmeron
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Design & Technology
What will students learn in D&T?
• We aim to give students the opportunity to use their creativity and imagination in order to
design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems. Consideration for the many
needs of different user groups in society is also promoted.
• Our students develop a strong knowledge of materials and practical processes. Through
investigation and research students understand the exciting advancements in technology and
know about designers, past and present, who help shape the world around us and are
responsible for many iconic products and design classics.
• Students will model and test their ideas through practical design development activities,
computer aided design and 3d models. We have access to laser cutting and 3d printing
technology, giving students a taste of how products can be adapted for commercial production
alongside developing traditional workshop skills.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in D&T?
• CAD/CAM training workshops, booster sessions at GCSE, Design Museum Ventura design
challenge, Day trips to the Jaguar-Land Rover Factory and Harry Potter Studio tours.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
• GCSE Design Technology (Product Design) A level Product Design
• BTEC Construction
What Skills are developed through studying Design and Technology?
Creativity and innovation, graphical communication, computer aided design, problem solving,
resilience, research, project management, critical analysis, practical and modelling techniques.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Product Designer; Architect; Engineer (Civil and Mechanical); Graphic Design; Animation; Interior
Design; Advertising and Marketing; Packaging Design; Jewellery Design; Furniture Design, Model
maker, Teaching.
Construction pathways – Apprenticeships in trades such as bricklaying, carpentry, plumbing,
painting and decorating, Building and Construction.

Head of Subject: Miss Fothergill
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Drama
What will students learn in Drama?
The aims of the drama curriculum are to encourage students to appreciate a range of dramatic
forms exploring a variety of topics. Students will develop an understanding of how humans
interact in a variety of situations and learn how to communicate meaning to an
audience. Through the drama students will become more secure with presenting and performing
with confidence and focus, whilst considering carefully how to select appropriate material for an
audience. A key aim that runs through drama lessons is encouraging students to work
collaboratively and supportively with one another.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in Drama?
At Rushcliffe the Drama department offer many extra-curricular opportunities. There are weekly
drama clubs for KS3 as well as the Subject Ambassador programme, allowing students to lead
clubs and after-school events. There are reward trips for all year groups to see productions in the
West End and a range of opportunities during the year to showcase their talents to an audience.
The department also runs a school production which in previous years has been Grease, We Will
Rock You and Chicago .

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
GCSE Drama. A Level Drama and Theatre. Devise original performance work and interpret plays
and analyse ,meaning from set texts
What Skills are developed through studying Drama?
Use of acting skills which include voice, movement and stage space. To have understanding of
how to use a range of devising techniques e.g freeze frame, split stage. To develop confidence and
focus in performance. How to present confidently and with expression and also how to listen and
respond appropriately. Key skills regularly expected and promoted: creativity, teamwork, critical
analysis.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Performer, director, designer, writer, journalist, teacher, therapist, social worker, presenter

Head of Subject: Mrs Wilson
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English
What will students learn in English?
The purpose of our English curriculum is to develop our students’ communication
skills in reading, writing and speaking and listening so they can articulate their
views accurately, coherently and effectively.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in English?
Student ambassadors, book club, ‘Scribblers’ (creative writing club), trips including
a visit to Shakespeare’s house, world book day, and a mock trial competition.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do
those courses look like?
English is compulsory but you can choose to study
GCSE Media Studies.

Skills developed through studying this subject
Reading (comprehension, pleasure), writing,
communication, debate, empathy
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
professions including: education, marketing, journalism
and public relations (writer, journalist, teacher, lawyer,
editor, PR, librarian

Head of Faculty: Miss Allen
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Food & Textiles
What will students learn in Food and Textiles
In KS3 Students build and develop a range of skills across the two material areas. In Food students
will focus on healthy eating and the importance of a balanced diet. Through focussed practical
tasks students learn a range of skills and processes which are developed as the course progresses.
In Textiles students develop an understanding of fibres and fabrics, looking more closely at
construction methods. Students build on a range of practical skills and processes in order to make
a soft toy suitable for a young child.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in Food and Textiles?
Across food and textiles students have the opportunity to take part in extra curricular activities
such as a bake off, food science club and a sewing bee club.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
There are a range of courses available at KS4 such as GCSE Art/Textiles, GCSE Food preparation and
nutrition, Level 1 Cookery.

What Skills are developed through studying Food and Textiles?
Creativity, designing, planning, using tools and equipment to produce quality outcomes, resilience,
teamwork, independence, presentation, listening, staying positive and problem solving
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Food scientist, food technologist, nutritionist, dietician, hospitality and catering industry, food
styling, food photography, garment construction, fashion or costume designer, interior designer,
textiles technologist, tailor, buyer, journalist, fashion stylist, fashion photography.

Head of Faculty: Miss Weston - Head of Subject: Mrs Lacey
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French
What will you learn in French?
In French, students have a the opportunity to engage in exciting and stimulating
lessons where we cover a range of topics such as where you live, how children use
technology and holidays abroad. Students are encouraged to speak the language whilst
playing games and doing lots of pair and group work.
Enrichment opportunities in French:
Every year around Christmas time we take a group of students to Lille and Arras for our
annual Christmas Market trip!

Beyond KS3:
We offer French at GCSE and at A level and we use the exam board Eduqas. Students
perform well at French in exams and feel well supported in relatively small classes where
listening, reading, writing and speaking skills are all practiced alongside learning grammar
and translation skills.
Careers paths for students studying French:
Studying French at A Level prepares students extremely well for University study of
Language Degrees or Joint Honours Degrees where the language is studied alongside other
subjects. Students with French qualifications do well in fields such as Business, Travel,
Journalism, Logistics, International Aid, Marketing, Sales, Translation and Education.

Head of Faculty: Ms Vicente - Head of Subject: Miss van der Velden
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Geography
What will students learn in Geography?
Students will investigate a variety of topics throughout KS3 to inspire a
curiosity and fascination about the world and it’s people. We aim to
equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources
and natural and human environments at different scales. Students will
develop as global citizens and deepen their understanding of our ever
changing planet. Students have the opportunity to visit Twycross Zoo
and Cadbury World as part of their Living World and Development
topics (pandemic permitting) and in Year 9 we host an ambassador of
the Royal Geographical Society to talk to students about future careers
in Geography. Students complete a 4-week REAL Homework project
each year, giving students creative license to produce a piece of work
in their preferred style – an example of a ‘Coast in a box’ is shown to
the right.
Topics at KS3 include: geographical skills, resource management,
tropical rainforests & hot deserts, plastic pollution, changing
coastlines, urban geography, weather hazards, challenges in Africa,
development, nuclear energy, air pollution, Antarctica.
Follow us on Twitter @RushcliffeGeog

Opportunities beyond KS3
At GCSE Geography students develop their competence in skills such as fieldwork, maps & GIS, and
researching secondary data. Students will apply their geographical knowledge, understanding and
skills to real world contexts, and develop well-evidenced arguments for the interrelationships
between geographical phenomena.
Skills developed in Geography
Cartographic, graphical, numerical, statistical, literacy, team work, communication, analysis,
evaluation, justification, independence, resilience and many more.
Possible careers paths
Over the past two years our Geography students have gone on to study: Geography & Sports
Science, Food Marketing, Geography, Engineering, Psychology & Education, Food Science, Medicine,
Criminology, Spanish & Global Studies, Biomedical Sciences, Environmental Sciences with a year
abroad, Law, International Business & Relations, Physiotherapy.

Head of Subject: Mrs Lacey
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History
What will students learn in History?
During KS3, students will explore a range of both British and International history topics whilst
learning and developing a range of transferable skills that can be utilised throughout their time at
Rushcliffe.
KS3 topics include: Medieval and Tudor England, The Civil Rights Movement, World War One, the
rise of Extremism and the Holocaust.
Students complete a REAL homework project each year giving them the opportunity to present
their work in a variety of formats.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in History?
Previously, the History Department has taken students to the Battlefields of Belgium as well as the
German Capital, Berlin. The Year 7 History Club gives students the opportunity to enhance their
learning from lessons as well as explore new topics. Numerous guest speakers have visited the
department including Holocaust survivors and the World War One Great Debate.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3?
GCSE History includes 4 modules, (Medicine 1250-Present Day, The American West, Early Elizabeth
1558 – 1588 and Germany 1918 – 1939) Previous year groups have visited Berlin as part of the course.
What Skills are developed through studying History?
Students will learn the ideas of cause and consequence’ and will develop their description/explanation
skills and will be encouraged to make substantiated judgements. Students will access a range of
resources and will learn how to analyse and assess utility. Throughout all Key Stages, students have the
opportunity to demonstrate their creativity and critical thinking.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Many students go on to study History at university and pursue further courses in Law, Journalism,
Teaching. The transferable skills developed in the study of history make a large number of careers
accessible including broadcasting.

Head of Subject: Mr Howse
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Learning Links
What will students learn in Learning Links?
Learning Links is a subject taught only in Year 7. The core focus is to aid students
further their literacy skills which can be used across the curriculum. Students will
cover a range of humanities topics, which not only allows deeper understanding of
History, Geography and Philosophy and Ethics but a taste of new disciplines such as
Business Studies though which these key skills can be developed.
Topics include: Fantastic Places, The Romans, Myths and legends, Becoming the
Apprentice, Tourism and a local unit on Nottingham.

Skills developed through studying this subject
•
•
•
•
•
•

Using evidence to support oral and written debate
Descriptive and creative writing
Reading for purpose
Presenting
Team building
Interview skills

Head of Subject: Mr Orchard
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Mathematics
What will students learn in Mathematics?
Learning from KS2 is built upon in the topic areas of number,
geometry and data handling. Algebra is introduced in a more
formal way. The department uses a mastery approach which
focuses on making connections between key mathematical
ideas.

What Enrichment opportunities are there in Maths?
As well as the Year 8 Maths trip to Paris (see pictures below), the
department enters pupils into team and individual challenges
run by the UK Mathematical Trust.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like? The vast majority of
pupils will complete GCSE mathematics with an Entry level option for whom this is more appropriate.
Level 2 Further Mathematics is also offered as an additional qualification
What Skills are developed through studying Mathematics?
Pupils will be able to not only perform mathematical procedures but able to reason about their
thinking and apply their knowledge to solve problems.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Mathematics GCSE is needed to progress to a wide variety of further and higher education courses
and is of particular relevance in areas such as science, engineering, finance and data analysis.

Head of Faculty: Mrs Berry
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Music

What will students learn in Music?
Our aims are to give students opportunity to perform, compose, listen to, review and evaluate
music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. Music is primarily a
practical subject and we encourage students to sing and to use their voices, to create and
compose music on their own and with others and have the opportunity to learn a musical
instrument.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in Music?
At Rushcliffe we offer individual vocal and instrumental lessons on a range of instruments working
with our team of peripatetic staff. We have a busy extracurricular timetable which includes an
orchestra, choir, swing band, samba band, rock groups and smaller chamber ensembles. Our
students regularly perform at school organised concerts and events as well as taking part in local
community performances and national events. We also organise an annual music tour which has
previously taken us to countries such as Spain, Italy, Belgium and Croatia.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
GCSE Music. A Level Music. Both courses stretch your performing, composing and listening and
appraising skills exploring a greater range of musical styles.
What Skills are developed through studying Music?
An understanding of music theory including melody, rhythm, tonality, harmony and structure. You
develop critical listening and appraising skills. You develop confidence in performance and
presenting skills. You develop the knowledge to create and develop music. Music lessons also
develop problem solving, teamwork, leadership and creativity.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Musician, Radio DJ, Composer, Music Producer, Live Sound Engineer, Recording Engineer, Music
Teacher, Conductor, Music Journalist, Music Lawyer, Sound Effects Designer, Music Therapist

Head of Subject: Mr Dove
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Physical Education
What will students learn in PE?
Students will have access to a wide array of sports and physical activities from football to
trampolining, cricket to gymnastics and netball to table tennis. Lessons are taught to include
physical skill, tactical game play, compositional ideas and key employability skills.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in PE?
There are ample opportunities for students to continue learning outside of the classroom (or
should we say, sports field). We have sports clubs available to all whether that be for participation
or to competitively represent the school. We have very successful netball, football and handball
teams. We also run overseas football tours and water sports trips.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
Students have the opportunity to continue to learn about PE and sport through vocational
qualifications such as our GCSE and A level
Skills developed through studying this subject
General physical skills and sport specific skills are enhanced through our curriculum alongside key
skills such as leadership, teamwork and persistence
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Due to the key skills developed through PE, it can help with any career path. More specific fields
include; teaching, healthcare, coaching, sports technology and sports science.

Head of Faculty: Miss Cresdee
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Philosophy and Ethics
What will students learn in Philosophy and Ethics?
Throughout KS3, students will explore challenging questions about human identity, meaning and
value from religions and world views. They learn to evaluate the value of wisdom from different
communities, to disagree reasonably and respectfully and to respond by expressing insight into
their own and others’ lives. Studying religions and world views helps them better understand the
world in which they live. They learn how beliefs manifest in the lives of the people around them.
Students complete a REAL homework project each year giving them a opportunity to be creative
while at the same time learning a little about themselves. Y7s create their own “Sacred Space’
(see photo) and Y8s create a ‘Treasure Chest’ (photo shows students enjoying each other’s
projects).
KS3 topics include:
The Island (An introduction to religions and world views), What Matters to Me, Journeys of Life in
Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism, Ultimate Questions, Ethical Theories, Crime and Punishment.
Finally, we invite many guests to speak and share experiences with students. Last year our
speakers included representatives from the British Humanist Society, Animal Aid, Save the
Children (International Aid Campaign) and a refugee volunteer. Our aim here is to bring real life
into the classroom as often as we can.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3?
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics involves studying four philosophical and ethical themes as well as the
beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Buddhism.
Skills developed through studying this subject
The course helps to develop the skills of critical thinking, analysis and independent thinking as
well as self-understanding. Discussion and debate are actively encouraged, as is the ability to offer
and defend strong arguments to support particular views.
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
Students often go on to study English, PPE (Politics, Philosophy and Economics), Law, Medicine
and Psychology. The skills developed can be applied to most jobs and many students pursue
careers in Medicine, Law, Criminology, Armed Forces, Primary Teaching and Journalism.

Head of Subject : Ms Moran

Everyone at Rushcliffe School will be given
the chance to shine brightly

Science
What will students learn in Science?
Students will learn how Scientists work and carry out experiments to answer questions
about the world around us. They will develop practical skills whilst studying lots of exciting
topics, such as Space, Chemical Reactions, Muscles and Bones, Electricity and Sound &
Light.
What Enrichment opportunities are there in Science?
We have a thriving STEM club where we work on a variety of different projects. We build
race cars powered by mouse traps and enter national competitions on design and
application of science.
We also run a Lego Robotics Club for Y8 & 9 students and enter the annual Lego League
competitions.

What are the opportunities beyond KS3 and what do those courses look like?
At KS4 you can choose to do Combined Science which will get you a double GCSE grade or Triple
Science, which will allow you to get a separate GCSE in Biology, Physics and Chemistry.
At KS5 you can choose to study a BTEC in Applied Science or A-Levels in Biology, Physics & Chemistry.
What Skills are developed through studying Science?
By studying Science you will learn to make observations that lead to exciting questions. You will learn
to design experiments and analyse results find the answers!
Possible careers paths from studying this subject
There are way to many to mention them all! Here are just a few: Pharmacist, Engineer, Food
Technologist, Forensic Scientist, Astronomer, Data Scientist, Doctor, Ecologist Geneticist and many
more!

Head of Faculty: Mr Malloney
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Spanish
What will you learn in Spanish?
In year 7 you will learn the fundamentals of Spanish: good pronunciation,
understanding and deducing meaning from texts and how to build sentences
accurately. This will allow you make rapid progress not only in Spanish but also in
other languages. French, Mandarin and Latin are also offered in Rushcliffe later on.
Spanish lessons are highly interactive with a good balance of skills (speaking,
listening, reading and writing). We use technology, music and a range of topics such
as festivals and holidays abroad to keep you engaged and motivated.

Skills developed through studying Spanish:
You will develop very important skills by learning languages: public speaking, problemsolving, cultural agility, adaptability, attention to detail, resilience, risk-taking and
empathy and diversity awareness.

Beyond KS3 and careers paths for students studying Spanish:
We have well established residential trips to Barcelona and Madrid in Ks4 and A level.
Spanish is a widely spoken language in the world, and studying it at a higher level will
open doors to get to know different cultures as well as set you apart. Spanish will
enhance your career prospects in a wide range of fields from business to tourism,
creative industries to journalism, translation and/or teaching.

Head of Faculty: Ms Vicente - Head of Subject: Mrs Harrison
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Performing Arts and Languages
(PAL) Building
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Sixth Form Centre Building
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Rushcliffe School

I hope you have found all the information within this booklet, and in
our videos helpful, and that now you have a feeling for what to expect
at our school.
If after looking at all the information you have any questions please
email them to: admin.office@Rushcliffe.Notts.sch.uk
We look forward to hopefully meeting you all soon.
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