“Everyone
will be given
the chance to
shine
brightly”
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What a strange time it has been...
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The Principal’s Letter
Dear Parent / Carer

I hope that you and your families are safe and well.
As we reach the end of the summer term, I just wanted to thank you for your continued
support. The last few months have not been what any of us expected them to be and we all
know that there are more challenges ahead. However, I’ve been so impressed by the character and determination that everyone in our community has shown – and am confident
that this will continue to be the case as we move into the autumn. I hope you enjoy looking
over this ‘lockdown’ issue of the Rushcliffe Post and seeing the wonderful things that our
pupils and staff have been doing to support each other and the local community.
We’re delighted that we’ll be welcoming all pupils back in September (assuming government advice doesn’t change) but we don’t underestimate the care and support they’ll need
from us to help them settle back into the routines of school.
We say a fond farewell to a small number of staff this week as they move onto pastures
new:
•

Ms Alkhabaz (learning support)
Mr Barraclough (music)
Mr Bowen (science)
Mr Dunning (technology)
Ms Hackett (learning support)
Ms Subedar (humanities)

We thank them all for their fantastic contributions to the school and wish them the very best
of luck for the future. We will miss them.
Thanks again for all your support and, particularly, for the kind words of appreciation that
many of you have sent in.
Wishing you an enjoyable summer holiday.
Damian Painton
Principal

2

News from the Drama Department
The Drama department has had an exciting term. In February, our school musical this year School of Rock – was performed and was very much enjoyed by the cast of students, teachers and
audiences. Drama Ambassadors and some cast members were also given the opportunity to
watch ‘School of Rock’ in London back in January. Jessica Brown, a year 8 student and cast
member of our musical, has wrote a review of the show when she went to see it in London with
school.
Following on from ‘School of Rock’, the Drama ambassadors have been working hard in rehearsals which are underway for a
short Shakespeare play. Auditions also took place for solo parts in our year 7’s Drama club performance. A new Drama club,
specifically for Year 8 and above has started, and they have been rehearsing an adaptation of the play Face, which they look
forward to sharing with you in the future.
March saw the Springboard Dance Festival return, this time with performances from Rushcliffe School, The Farnborough
Academy, Arnold Hill and Lady Bay school. It was a well-attended event and definitely one that will return next year.
Jessica Brown, Drama Subject Ambassador, 8F.
Review of ‘School of Rock’ the Musical
On Thursday the 16th of January some of the drama ambassadors and cast of Rushcliffe School’s musical took a trip to the
Gillian Lynne Theatre in London to see ‘School of Rock’ the
musical.
After seeing the musical, I thought it was absolutely fantastic and
amazing because all of the young children played their
instruments live and confidently as well as singing wonderfully
and acting exceptionally. Furthermore, I enjoyed it because of the
phenomenal acting ability from both the adults and children and
their mesmerising, intriguing voices. Also, the lighting was
spectacular as it contained sudden strobe and coloured lights that
brightened the songs and scenes. To add to that, the passion and
energy that all the actors had was quite exquisite because they
put so much thought into their acting and so much emotion and
feeling into their songs.
I honestly don’t think the show had any faults because it was
cleverly thought out, as there was a circular stage in the centre
which made it easier to transition the scenes, also it made it more
interesting. Furthermore, the realistic backdrops came down from
the ceiling at the correct times which would have made the
transitions between scenes and different locations simpler and smoother. This performance has inspired and encouraged me
to throw myself into songs and act really confidently with more feeling. I would recommend this musical to any person, any
age because the songs are so catchy and up-beat that you would be enjoying singing them for a while. Overall, this
experience was fascinating and enjoyable and I am grateful towards the people that made it possible.
By Jessica Brown, 8F

National Computational Thinking
Challenge
Just before the lockdown, approximately 60 students across Year 7 to
Year 11 took part in the second
round of a National computational
thinking challenge, TCC Oxford
Challenge. This is the highest number the school have had participate
in the second round which was
great to see. One of our students,
Sam Small (Year 8) scored 100%
and as such was invited to the final
round at the University of Oxford.
Unfortunately this was cancelled,
but Sam was still able to compete
from home and finished in 13th
place out of 83. This is a fantastic
achievement, and we congratulate
Sam on this.

Celebrating the work of our Textiles Students
Year 11 and 13 worked incredibly hard over the past two years to produce a
range of research, samples and final products. All of which were creative and
made to a high standard. Well done to each and every one of you for all of your
hard work and effort.
Miss Weston

By Mr Cottee
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Library and Resource Centre News
Book Club
Book Club read the six books shortlisted for the Inspire 2020 Brilliant Book Award (BBA)
On 13th February we visited George Spencer Academy to
meet Tom Palmer, one of the shortlisted authors. The event
included enthusiastic question and answer sessions and many
students took the opportunity to buy books and get them
signed.
‘I really enjoyed hearing what inspired Tom Palmer to
become an author and about his books. It was really
interesting.’ Harriet Keen 7J
‘It was an incredible trip and I enjoyed every second.’
Isabelle Hoban 7C
‘He told us that libraries and family helped him to write. Once we heard the back story the book
made a bigger impact on us’ Harriet Woolley and Erin Foody 7E
‘He really puts thought into his books because some of them take up to six months!’ Agatha
Horsley-Sams 7E
All the students got to vote for their favorite book.
And the winner of the 2020 Brilliant Book Award is……
Armistice Runner by Tom Palmer
The runner up is The Disconnect by Keren David

For more information about the BBA go to https://
bba.inspireculture.org.uk

During February half term Book Club visited the Theatre Royal
and enjoyed a powerful and moving stage adaptation of A
Monster Calls based on the novel by Patrick Ness.
‘I went to the production completely blind not having read the book or seen the film. I picked up
the plot quickly and found the story amazing. I loved the use of physical theatre especially the
use of ropes in becoming anything from a tree to a clock’
Xanthe Baddley 9C
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Dan Walker Author Visit

Dan Walker, well-known local author of Sky Thieves visited Rushcliffe on Thursday 6th Feb. He
spoke to year 7 about his life and inspiration and introduced ‘The Light Hunters’, the first book in
his new series.

'The Light Hunters' is the thrilling tale of Lux, an ordinary
boy with a magical gift, in a battle against a terrible
monster.
At break time lots of enthusiastic fans queued patiently
for book signings proving just what a hit Dan’s talk had
been!

Harry Potter Book Night
Harry Potter Book Night on 6th February was celebrated
with a book cover design competition, a lunchtime film show
and a quiz organized by the English Department. After school a Triwizard Tournament Party was
held in the LRC:

TRIWARD CHAMPIONS!

World Book Day
On

Thurs 5th March we celebrated World Book Day!

Year 7 students and some staff dressed up as book characters and a book quiz designed by the
year 12 English subject ambassadors was
held in tutor time. Year 7 also took part in a
Bookmark Design Competition.
All students received a £1 World Book Day
Voucher and a Book Fair was held in the
LRC. Many thanks for your support. From
the commission earned we have gained £360
worth of free books!
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And during lockdown……...
Drama:
At the start of lockdown it seemed that all things Drama were going to have to end. There is no upcoming
performance showcase, which we usually would be preparing for around now, no rehearsals for the Subject
Ambassadors performance originally scheduled for Epperstone Court before the pandemic and no staff
discussing the next school musical in the corridors.
Instead we have found a new way of connecting and creating Drama
through our remote Drama club. Every Friday, students connect to the
live stream Drama club and take part in drama games, create their own
short scenes and get to share their ideas. In week 7, we looked at using
sock puppets in performance as a way to explore character, stay creative
and keep acting.
Our first project, titled ‘The Lockdown Diaries’ saw many students across
Years 7-9 write their own monologue based on their experiences in
lockdown. These monologues, along with research undertaken by the
club’s members, have been weaved together into a short film. It is
amazing to think that the film has been created in lockdown with no face
to face interaction and we are very proud of the students involved and
how positively they have engaged with the challenge of creating a short
film.
It seems that students at Rushcliffe have seen lockdown as an opportunity to try new skills and have risen to
the challenge with positivity and maturity. Our Dance club, which usually takes place in the Sports Hall, has
also gone online and students across Years 7-10 are leading the sessions and teaching their own
choreography. To keep up to date with opportunities to get involved and for ideas about staying creative, you
can read our first lockdown Drama newsletter, which was previously shared through a SMHK announcement.
Miss Vale
Library and Resource Centre:
Virtual Book Club is now up and running, giving students the opportunity to meet up on Microsoft Teams and
share reading recommendations virtually!
‘Can I just say how much my son enjoyed it last week and it has encouraged him to start reading again. So, for
that I owe you a big thank you!’ Year 7 Parent
So far, we have shared our lockdown reads and accessed some free online reading resources. Even if Book
Club isn’t for you, if you enjoy reading, try exploring some of these as well:
The Book of Hopes
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/chapter-one

https://toppsta.com/blog/view/bookish-ideas-if-you%27re-self-isolating-with-thekids

https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/reading/
ereading/ebooks/
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Students have photographed their own ‘Escape’ Reading Rooms/Spaces with, and without, themselves in the
picture. These were used for a ‘Guess Who’ quiz:

Treehouse complete with ingenious pulley system for transferring books from the house!

The challenge for half
term
was
to
create
and
photograph
something edible, sweet or savoury, linked to a book. At the next meeting
we will try to identify which book it relates to!

Alice in Wonderland “Eat Me” biscuits

Harry Potter & The Chamber of
Secrets Polyjuice Potion

Virtual Book Club takes place every Wednesday 12.30-1.15 pm (term time) If you would like to join us, even if
you don’t usually come to the ‘real’ book club, you would be very welcome! You just need to contact Mrs
Goodwin-King lgoodwinking@rushcliffe,notts.sch.uk to be added to the group.

Well done, Ashana!

Writing Competition
The Young Walter Scott Prize

Ashana Chawla in Year 12
accomplished her ambitious goal of
re-creating the Taj Mahal out of
Lego. With nearly 6000 pieces, this
is such an impressive display of
patience, dedication and attention to
detail.

If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words, set in a time
before you were born, you can enter the Young Walter Scott Prize –
which is now open for entries, and the closing date is 31st October
2020. Entries are judged in two age groups – 11 to 15 years and 16
to 19 years. Any kind of fiction is accepted – prose, poetry, drama,
fictional letters or reportage.
You could win a £500 travel
grant, an invitation to one of the
UK’s best book festivals to meet
published authors, and a
chance to see your own work in
print. Full terms and conditions
and tips for writing and research
are on their website—
www.ywsp.co.uk
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Exclusive: Kevin Nolan talks Big Sam, Notts County and Project Restart
By Toby Bowles 10D
Moyes' right-hand man reveals the inside stories of his long, distinguished career at the summit of English football.
Project Restart - the plan to resume the Premier League season behind closed doors on June 12 - has proved a polarising
topic for fans recently, but perhaps it is unsurprising that Kevin Nolan - a man whose life has been consumed by football ever
since the age of four - is unequivocal in his assessment of the situation. "Whatever it takes, get it back," he tells VAVEL via the
in vogue Zoom video call.
Nolan, a former West Ham United, Newcastle United and Bolton Wanderers captain, amassed over 400 Premier League
appearances in an illustrious career amongst England's elite, developing a reputation as one of the most reliable midfielders in
the league and a true fan favourite with his eye for goal and iconic 'chicken' celebration.
However, it all began in an unassuming terraced house in the Toxteth district of Liverpool, an area that still holds a special
place in his heart. "Apparently it's a really bad area [Toxteth] but for me it was the best upbringing I could have had," Nolan
says. "Looking back it’s quite mad because we never expected anything but where we’ve got has been brilliant."
Nolan was an early bloomer when it came to football, joining an under 8's team at the age of 4. Success, even as a kid, was
incessant. "We ended up winning everything you possibly can as a school football team: we won the English Trophy, which I
won twice – one with the city as an under 15. A year after I won the English Trophy again with my school team. We also won
the Merseyside and the Liverpool cup."
Bolton and Big Sam
His ability didn't go unnoticed by scouts, but at Liverpool's academy, where he played for four years between the age of 9 and
13, he found his freedom and enjoyment of the game suffocated. Preferring to be a big fish in a small pond, Nolan felt more at
ease when he signed on at Bolton's lower-profile academy. "They made me feel like I was the main man which is sometimes
the nicest thing," he admits. He had been invited there by a friend's dad who had caught wind of his departure from Liverpool.
Initially a ball-playing centre-half at Bolton, Nolan recalls a comical yet seminal moment aged 17, when Sam Allardyce - who
had just replaced Colin Todd as manager - made no secret of his disgust for one of Nolan's particular moments in defence.
"The ball came and I should have headed it, but I backed off, chested it down and played out. And I remember Sam screaming
from the sidelines ‘Oi, you, get your head on it !’, swearing his head off!" From then on, Nolan was moved upfield, and both he
and Bolton reaped the rewards as he scored eight or more goals in four of his first six Premier League seasons - an impressive
return for a midfielder.
Yet while Allardyce was perceived as old-fashioned in some aspects of his management, in others he was highly innovative
and influential. As one of the first managers to adopt the Prozone technology and take a statistical approach to coaching, he
was very much ahead of the game. "He’s been so unfairly stereotyped – he was one step ahead," says Nolan. "What he did at
Bolton, I don’t think will ever be done again considering the size of the club. He’s definitely been a massive influence in my life
and my career."
Allardyce led Bolton to four successive top-eight Premier League finishes and the UEFA Cup knockout rounds in 2006, with
Nolan very much the epicentre and heartbeat of the side.
Newcastle and West Ham
However, when Gary Megson arrived in 2007 after Allardyce's resignation, the power dynamic within the dressing room
gradually became unsettled, and Nolan's relationship with the club began to deteriorate. Newcastle bid £4million in January
2009, Bolton accepted, and just like that, it was the end of an era for Nolan, who was on his way to Tyneside. A few months
later, the Magpies were relegated, but Nolan wasn't exactly surprised.
"I never thought going there that they’d be relegated – I knew they were struggling – but when I got there I realised why. There
was no harmony within the club, there was nothing."

Bolton tried to sign him back that summer, but their attempts were futile - Nolan had unfinished business at St James' Park.
His decision to stay put proved well-founded; the following season in the Championship was a resounding success. "Chris
Hughton ended up just stumbling into being manager. But it [09/10 season] was one of the best times of my career. We

absolutely romped the league, didn’t lose a game at home all season.”

Newcastle finished on 102 points - the joint-second highest total in Championship history - securing promotion at the first time
of asking. The following season they finished 12th, highly respectable, but after the board pulled the plug on negotiations for a
new long-term contract for Nolan, who was undergoing an ankle operation, he began to assess his options elsewhere. "Alan
Pardew was the manager at the time and he was going I don’t want to sell you and I was going ‘Alan, you’ve got to'," he
recounts.
So when West Ham came calling with Allardyce at the wheel, there was only one option for the Newcastle midfielder. The club
had just been relegated, but Nolan and Allardyce managed to "reenergise the group", and the Hammers' return to the top flight
was instantaneous, winning promotion via the playoffs. "Everyone was expecting us to go and win the league but there was so
much stuff behind the scenes which was wrong."
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Nolan went on to spend another four seasons at The Boleyn Ground, and, like many others, was sad to see West Ham transition out of the stadium that had served them so well for so many years. "It had that feel of ‘you’re in West Ham’, you’re in an
authentic, old ground where everyone is so happy," Nolan reminisces. “We had to move on, we had to be bigger, we had to
get better but we haven’t been able to make the Olympic Stadium feel like our place because it’s still owned by the council."
Management
In 2016, aged 33, Nolan left the Premier League to pursue management, with his first destination fellow East-London club
Leyton Orient. He was appointed as player-manager, but found the juggling act difficult to handle. "The playing and the
managing was difficult to balance," he explains. "It probably came too soon to be honest. I probably made a mistake in being
a manager that early but I wouldn’t change it for the world because I really enjoyed it and it’s put me in good stead for now
[assistant manager at West Ham].”
His spell there was brief and he soon moved on. Notts County were next to appoint Nolan as manager, and after a blistering
start to his first full season, winning eight of his opening ten
games, they made the play-off semi-finals, where they were
defeated by Coventry City. Nevertheless, County were on
an upward trajectory - at least on the surface of things.
The following season, Nolan's fortunes changed for the
worst as County failed to win any of their first nine league
matches. The board acted decisively and Nolan was dismissed. County would be relegated that season. "The owners at Notts County didn’t listen to what I was telling them
and what I wanted to do. I think that’s why that ended," he
explains.
"We had a five-year plan to get into League One, we were
nearly there after 18 months. We thought that we’d still get
there within the three years but the owner [Alan Hardy]
wanted more and more too quickly but footballs not like that
– you can’t buy success."
The sacking was a bitter pill to swallow for Nolan, who had just bought a house and was beginning to settle down in Nottingham. Ever since then, he has been looking for a route back into coaching and management, so when David Moyes offered
him the job as assistant manager at West Ham - his former club - it was a no brainer.
Moyes, with Nolan at his side, oversaw a minor upturn in form with the struggling Hammers before the season was brought to
a halt by the coronavirus pandemic.
The enforced break has left many clubs on their knees financially, but Nolan is confident West Ham are better positioned than
most to stay afloat. "We’re financially secure so we’ll be okay but it can’t go on for longer and longer and longer, and for me, I
just want to get back to work."
”I think they [the club] have been quite good, the lads have been sent training programs to do at home," says Nolan. "Now,
because it’s been lifted a bit, they’ve been going in [to the training ground] individually and using the facilities."
Nolan is also a passionate advocate of the controversial Project Restart, citing the potential morale boost of a return to some
semblance of normality. "I never envisaged that I’d say ‘yeah, let’s play it behind closed doors', but I think it’s got to happen."
"If everything’s safe and we’re given the go-ahead by the government then for me it’s a no-brainer. Televise it, make everybody happy, don’t worry about atmosphere – people will make the atmosphere in their rooms."
The current climate is forcing everyone to operate outside their comfort zones. Even for Nolan, a man who's managed to
adapt everywhere he's been, this is unchartered territory.

BBC Young Reporter News Day
You may or may not be aware, but every year we usually take part in the BBC Young Reporter News Day. This year, things
are a little different...but the BBC are still keen for you to have a chance to have your say and so are we! I have attached the
link to the main BBC Young Reporter site and the consent form for your parents should you wish to enter a news item;
please note that this can be a written piece, a video or a podcast- so lots of options!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/academy/en/collections/youngreporter#
https://www.bbc.co.uk/send/u43596387
I really hope that you will get involved- if you have any questions or would like me to
take a look at your piece before you submit it, please contact me via SMHW.
Miss Summers
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Celebrating the Work of Food and Textiles Students in KS3, 4 and 5

The students in Food and Textiles across KS3 have had a variety of tasks to complete whilst they have been working from
home and ‘wow’ they have impressed us! From producing products to fit in a tin, bunting, knitting, weaving, designing, cooking,
and baking, they certainly have been busy! We are missing seeing you all in the classroom but are so impressed by all your
achievements at home. Keep sending your photographs in, we love to see them!
Here are just a few of the pictures we have been sent, celebrating the work of KS3 food and textiles.

After leaving school some students have continued to sew and help support
our NHS workers. Lauren Beardshaw, Hannah Page and Harriet Hearn have
made headbands and scrub bags which were sent to local hospitals for our
key workers! A great cause and I know they are greatly appreciated. Well
done!

Miss Weston

Lockdown Sports Day
During the half term break our key worker students took part in a Lockdown Sports Activity Competition .
Students competed in pairs completing a series of activity stations including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hockey dribbling
Bean bag throw
Skipping
Egg and spoon
Basketball passing
Hurdles
Speed bounce
Penalty target
Standing long jump
Hopping course
Relay finals

Our students worked hard throughout the morning creating team names and then taking part. Excellent effort was
shown throughout the competition during the hot conditions.
First place: Matteo Purcaru and Loic Sutton
Second place: Arjin Land and Zack Severn
Third place: Sophie Walker and Connor Duffin
Mr Staiano and Miss Roberts
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Rushcliffe School Supporting the Community:

Mr Dunning and Mr Ecclestone, have been busy making PPE to support our community. As you can see they
have been gratefully received and much appreciated in local care homes
as well as at Derby hospital and by the Rushcliffe Community Therapy
Team .
The Firs Residential Care Home: “I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you and all the children for making and delivering the visors to our
care home this week. I cannot tell you just how grateful we are. Please will
you say a huge thank you to all the children involved for their care and
appreciation they are demonstrating at this very difficult time. It is so good
to know they are thinking about all the care staff and residents in care
homes at this present time. I have attached photos of our staff in the
visors. Not sure it will get onto the front page of Vogue !!!! Our names are Karen, Jess, Emily, Megan and
Claire.” Karen Leatherland, Registered Manager
Derby Hospital: I’m a senior registrar in Anaesthetics at Derby, I’ve worked there for years and I know the ICU
department well as part of my role involves working on the unit. To provide enough ICU beds all of us in
Anaesthetics are now part of the ICU.
Due to the work we do we are involved in some, if not the most risky procedures to staff and therefore face
shields are a critical part of our protective equipment, we cannot undertake certain important tasks without them,
but unfortunately they are in short supply. Therefore, this unbelievably kind offer of face shields and goggles
from Rushcliffe School will mean a great deal to the ICU staff.
I will take them in to work on ICU tomorrow and I will ensure we get some photos for you.
Again, I cannot thank you enough and I know my colleagues will feel the
same!
Take care and best wishes” Laura Carrick

Mulberry Court Care Home in Bilborough receiving 20 PPE masks made by
students & Mr Dunning
The Manager Diane said all staff will now have something to properly protect
themselves while they work and wanted to pass her thanks to Rushcliffe
School on behalf of her team

Mrs Page and her daughter Hannah in year 11 have been making
headbands from old pyjamas and T-shirts to hold masks in place and
create some comfort for front line workers .
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Bike Use:
At Rushcliffe School we are very proud of the fact that we have an increasing number of students
that are choosing to cycle to school and we continue to encourage cycling as a way of developing a
positive lifestyle choice for the students whilst helping to instil a safety message. We try our best to
teach an element of safe cycling at school and we would like your support as parents to reiterate
these key messages over the coming months.
•

The school policy states that all students must wear a cycle helmet when riding their bike to and
from school. Students are vulnerable and more likely to come off their bike. Helmets can be effective
in reducing both head/brain injuries. Brain injuries are devastating and the effects can be life lasting.
•

Make sure that their bike is maintained and that it has working brakes and a bell.

•

Wear Hi-visibility clothing.

•

Cycle as a family and set a good example by wearing a
helmet.
•

Talk to your children about cycling safely and the risk of
cycling inappropriately. We continue to receive a number of
reports from motorists that pupils are cutting up the inside
of cars and have not been seen.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
Also please take a look at the Nottinghamshire CC What’s
On Events page - use the link below.
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/events/search?
searchType=Tags&query=cycling

Pick up and drop off:
Can we also ask parents to not park in the “no waiting “ area in the exit road in front
of the Sixth Form Centre or in the disabled parking spaces unless you have the
correct blue badge as this puts our cyclists at greater risk.

Follow us on Twitter
@RushcliffeSCH

Rushcliffe School, Boundary Road,
West Bridgford,
Nottingham, NG2 7BW
Tel: (0115) 9744050
Email: admin.office@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk
Website: www.rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk
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