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A Message to Parents and Carers from the Head Teacher 
 

 

  
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Welcome to our Year 9 Options process. Rushcliffe School has had a series of outstanding 
results at Key Stage 4. Last year 82% of Year 11 students obtained 5 or more A*-C grades, 
including English and Maths. Much of this success comes from high quality teaching and a 
curriculum that meets student needs. 
 
Your child needs to ensure s/he considers subjects and pathways relevant to their aspirations 
and in which they can succeed. Our aim is for all students to finish Year 11 with the best set of 
qualifications that enable them to a follow an appropriate pathway at 16+. 
 
In order to ensure that this process works well for all studentsô guidance is available through 
Form Tutors and from the bright day careers team in school. Some students may be offered 
personal interviews to help them through this process. 
 
The education system continues to be in a state of constant change. Your child will be 
amongst the first to take a suite of exams where the majority will be made up of the new 
GCSE. These exams have different content and a different grading system. The new GCSEs 
will be assessed using numbers instead of letters. As a school we have been preparing for 
these changes and we will keep you fully informed. 
 
Taking options is an exciting time for pupils and a sign of further maturity and responsibility. It 
is important that the right decisions are made. Please take time to discuss these choices with 
your child and ask for any clarification and support you may need from the school.  
 
We cannot overstate the value of good and appropriate qualifications at 16. These will allow 
access to their next stage of learning. Please bear in mind the excellent opportunities available 
post 16 at The Rushcliffe Sixth Form. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Steve Lewis 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:   It is our hope that we can support all pathways for next year.  Each course has a pre-
planned maximum and minimum number of students. When groups are over-full, students will 
be asked to study an alternative choice. Similarly, if choices are under subscribed, they will be 
closed and again students will be placed in other groups.  
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Introduction 

 
Year 9 this booklet is for you. It will help you choose the courses you will follow for the next two 
years at Rushcliffe School. 

It is important that the choices you make are the right ones for YOU.  
You need to use this booklet along with the information you get during your bright day and 
advice that you are given by your teachers and parents. Think about the subjects you are good 
at and enjoy studying. Listen to the advice you have been given and make sensible well 
thought out decisions. 
 
Make sure you understand about the different courses on offer, Are you sure what a Btec or a 
technical award is? Do you understand the options form you will complete? Is the English 
Baccalaureate important to you? Do you know what career you wish to follow? When you are 
16 do you hope to stay on at school or go to college? 
 
Hopefully most of these questions will be answered over the next few weeks so that when you 
hand in your options forms the choices you have made will be as a result of a lot of thought 
and discussion with people who know you well. 
 
It is important that at the end of the process you can look forward to starting year 10 with 
confidence, knowing you are following a course which will enable you to succeed in gaining the 
right qualifications to access your next steps in education or training. 
 

Some Doôs and Donôts 
 

Do 
 
 

Donôt 

Talk to your teachers and family about your 
options ï they know you best and are there to 
help you.  

Choose a subject just because you like a 
particular teacher. 

Opt for a balanced choice to keep open future 
careers and study options. 

Choose a subject just because your friends 
are choosing it. You need to decide about 
your future. Everyoneôs needs are different.  

Choose subjects you are interested in and are 
keen to learn more about. 

Dismiss certain subjects because you have 
not heard of them before or they are not 
GCSE. Our vocational subjects are highly 
regarded, give you a GCSE equivalent and 
have clear pathways. 

Think about what you want to do after your 
GCSEs. 

Think university is not for you. Have high 
aspirations and listen to your subject 
teachers. 

Be realistic about your ability. Donôt choose a 
subject you may find too hard and have been 
advised not to study. 

Miss the deadline 
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Tell me more about Vocational Qualifications 
 
Our vocational qualifications are: 

Construction Btec,  
IT (AQA Technical Award) 
Fashion and Textiles (AQA Technical Award)     

 
They are level 2 qualifications. You will gain a pass, merit, distinction or distinction* at the end 
of the course.  These are recognised to be equivalent to higher grade GCSEs. They are 
assessed using a portfolio (work you do in class marked by the teacher) along with an 
externally marked exams. 
 
Level 1/ Entry level Qualifications 
 
Some of the subjects can be taken at a Level 1 (Foundation GCSE) and Entry Level. If we feel 
this is appropriate for you we will speak about the courses on offer to you and your 
parents/carers. 
 

What about the English Baccalaureate? 
 
Over a number of years the government have been concerned that not enough children were 
doing a broad range of academic subjects. They have an aspiration that more pupils should 
gain a grade 5 or above in five selected subjects.  
 
These are: 
GCSE English 
GCSE Maths 
GCSE Science ï either core and additional or two of the triple sciences studied 
GCSE Computing 
GCSE History or Geography 
GCSE Language ï at Rushcliffe either Spanish or French 
 
If you do these subjects you will be credited with having the English Baccalaureate. You will 
not receive a separate certificate. These subjects give a good base to choose the A levels that 
are particularly well thought of by universities. This is especially the case for a group of 
universities called óThe Russell Groupô which are a very prestigious group of universities that 
you may wish to go to. At the moment universities have no plans to make the English 
Baccalaureate an entry requirement, and many of the other GCSEs we offer are also very 
highly thought of by universities. However we cannot predict what will happen in the future and 
in order to keep your options open as a school we expect all pupils who are capable of getting 
at least a grade 5 in these 5 subjects to take the English Baccalaureate. 
You can also take Geography, History, French or Spanish if you are not expected to get a 
grade 5 or above but this would not give you the Baccalaureate. By choosing other subjects 
you may have a better chance of passing at a higher grade. 
 
 

Spanish/French 
If you are a dual linguist (you do both subjects) you will be expected to take at least one of 
these languages as a GCSE option. Those pupils who have studied only Spanish are very 
welcome to continue their study of Spanish. However their year 9 course leads to a GCSE 
entry at the end of it and they will have a language qualification. This is not the case for dual 
linguist. As a school we strongly believe that being able to offer a modern foreign language is a 
great advantage for your future prospects. 
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When will I do my exams? 

 
Your brothers and sisters or friends may have done modular exams throughout their GCSE 
courses. This means that they did exams at different times during their course. 
A few years ago the government changed this way of assessing GCSEs and you will not be 
able to do this. All exams must now be taken at the end of the course. This will usually be at 
the end of year 11. For some students there may be a possibility of entering for the exam at 
the end of year 10; however the vast majority of exams will be in the summer of year 11.  
Controlled Assessments will take place throughout the course in some of your GCSE subjects. 
These are tasks completed in school and marked by your teacher.  
 

The Sixth Form 
 
We hope that many of you will stay with us into the sixth form. 
Rushcliffe Sixth Form is very successful. The vast majority of our students go onto university 
including Russell Group universities and Oxford and Cambridge. 
Ms Frost leads our sixth form and will be at the open evening on the 2nd February. 
If you or your parents would like to talk about the stage after your GCSEs or make sure your 
options fit your plans for the future go and see Ms Frost on the night or at a convenient time 
during the school day. 
 
The A levels we currently offer are: 
 
English Literature      English Language and Literature 
Mathematics      Further Mathematics 
Biology      Chemistry 
Physics      Psychology 
History      Geography 
Sociology      Physical Education 
Drama      Art 
Music      Product Design      
French      Computing 
Business Studies      Politics and Government 
Philosophy and Ethics      Economics 
Spanish 

 

 

The Option Form 
The option form is very simple. 

Everyone is expected to do at least one of Geography, History, French, Spanish, Computing 
or Triple Science. If you have already done a Spanish exam at the end of year 9 you need to 
choose another subject if you donôt want to continue with Spanish. This is to make sure you 
have a broad base of academic qualifications. This is option 1 
You now have a free choice for your next three options. You choose the options you want to 
do and put them down in the order that is most important to you. Option 2 will be the most 
important and option 4 the least. If a course is oversubscribed then we will use this choice to 
prioritise how we fill the course. 
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Success for Everyone 

 
There are different pathways to gaining successful accreditation in 

Key Stage 4 at Rushcliffe School 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a really exciting time for you. You are moving to the next stage of your education. There 
are many wonderful opportunities and enjoyable challenges ahead of you. If you work hard 
and really engage in your lessons you can look forward to a fantastic next two years with many 
rewards.  
Happy choosing! 
 
 
 
Mr Lewis 
Head Teacher 
 
 

Option Booklets MUST NOW be taken home to carers/parents.   
Please discuss your option choices with them. 
 
KEEP THE BOOKLET SAFE.   IT IS ESSENTIAL TO YOU AS A SOURCE OF 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION THROUGHOUT YOUR COURSES. 
 

Thursday 2nd February - Options Evening, 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Key Stage 4 provision and the options process will be outlined for parents 
 
 

Tuesday 21st February - Return Day for Option Forms  

Please hand completed forms with signatures to your form tutor. 
 

Level One 
 

Grade 1 ð 4/5 
 

This is achieved by studying GCSEs or  

A combination of the following: 
 

¶ Some GCSEs 

¶ A BTEC course worth 2 GCSE 

equivalent 

¶ 0.5 GCSE in Literacy 

¶ 0.5 GCSE in Numeracy 

¶ A money management qualification 

Level Two 
 

Grade 4/5 - 9 
 

This is achieved by studying GCSEs or  

A combination of the following: 
 

¶ Some GCSEs 

¶ BTEC course worth 2 GCSE 

equivalents 

¶ 0.5 GCSE in Literacy 

¶ 0.5 GCSE in Numeracy 

¶ NCFE Sports Coaching 

 

Level Three and 

Beyond 

We will guide you through a pathway 

suitable to your needs. At the end of 

Year 11 we want all students to have 

achieved at least Level One with the 

great majority attaining Level Two. This 

will allow everyone to progress to the 

next levels of challenge in which ever 

field you pursue. 
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

 
The curriculum is a combination of subjects you HAVE to study (Core) and subjects you can 
choose to study (Options). Rushcliffe has a 50 hour 2 week timetable. 
 

Core Subjects 
 
 

Subject Head of Faculty Hours spent on this 
subject 

English Language GCSE 
English Literature GCSE 

Ms Cooke 8 

Maths Methods GCSE 
Maths Applications GCSE 

Mr Bonella 8 

Science Core and Additional GCSE 
 

Mr Malloney 10 

Physical Education (non-exam) 
 

Mr Ward 4 

RE/Citizenship/PSHCE There are no separate lessons for these subjects. They 
are delivered through our óbright daysô and within other 
subject areas. 
Pupils can choose GCSE RE (Philosophy and Ethics) 
as one of their options 

 
 

 

Option Subjects 
 
All subjects are taught for 5 hours per fortnight. 
 

Subject Head of Faculty Head of Subject 

Spanish 
French 

Ms E Vicente Ms Barcherini 
Ms P van der Velden 

History  
Geography 
RE 
Business Studies 

Ms T Purnell Ms S Jenkins 
Ms T Barraclough 
Ms C Alexander 
Mr J Nichols 

IT/Computing 
 

Mr A Salmeron Mr A Salmeron 
 

Art  
Music  
Drama 

Mr B Pitts Ms C Harrington 
Mr S Jones 
Ms J Wilson 

Food and Nutrition 
Catering 
Fashion and Textiles 
Construction 
Product Design 

Mr J Dunning Ms T Lacy 
 
 
Mr Dunning 
Ms K Fothergill 

PE Mr S Ward Mr S Ward 

Media Ms Cooke Ms E Morton 

Triple Science Mr Malloney Mr Malloney 
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ENGLISH 
 
English is an essential and exciting subject, and at Rushcliffe we are lucky to have an excellent 
English department which consistently produces outstanding results. While students are well-
prepared for assessments, GCSE teaching provides enjoyment of a real depth and breadth of 
experience.  
 
Students will receive two distinct qualifications. GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature, both taught over a two year period. We follow the AQA Specification; the outline for 
study is set out below. These qualifications are both assessed by 100% external examinations. 
Success in GCSE English Language is commonly regarded, alongside GCSE Maths, as the 
benchmark for any future study. For this reason, English is mandatory for all students. 
 

GCSE English Language 
 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 

External written examination 
50% of the total GCSE marks 
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 
 

Section A: Reading (40 marks) 
One unseen literature fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing (40 marks) 
Descriptive or narrative writing 

 
 

Paper 2: Writersô Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 

External written examination 
50% of the total GCSE marks 
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 
 
 Section A: Reading (40 marks) 
 One unseen non-fiction text and one linked unseen literary non-fiction text 
 
 Section B: Writing (40 marks) 
 Writing to present a viewpoint 

 
 
Students will also receive a separate Spoken Language endorsement.       
                   (0% weighting of GCSE) 
 

¶ Presenting 

¶ Responding to questions and feedback 

¶ Use of Standard English 
 
Teacher-assessed throughout the course. 
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GCSE English Literature 

 
All examinations are closed book. 
 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 
 

External written examination  
40% of the total GCSE marks 
1 hour 45 minutes (64 marks) 
 

Section A Shakespeare: 
One question on their studied play (Macbeth). Students will be required 
to write in detail about a printed extract from the play and then to write 
about the play as a whole. 
 
Section B The 19th-century novel: 
One question on their studied novel (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde). 
Students will be required to write in detail about a printed extract of the novel and then 
to write about the novel as a whole. 

 
 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
 

External examination  
60% of the total GCSE marks 
2 hour 15 minutes (96 marks) 
 

Section A Modern texts: 
One essay question from a choice of two on the studied 
modern text choice (An Inspector Calls). 
 
Section B Poetry: 
One comparative question on one named poem selected on the paper and one other 
poem from an anthology cluster (Love and Relationships). 
 
Section C Unseen Poetry: 
One question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a 
second unseen poem. 

 

 
 
The course is extensive and covers many essential areas in terms of studentsô expertise in 
English, but also their overall literacy and development as a ódeep-thinkingô individual. 
 
Following GCSE, students who excel in English generally take AS and A2 courses in English 
Language and/or Literature and go on to be effective in any field of employment or further 
education. For those with a real passion, Degree level courses in English Language and/or 
Literature remain popular and lead to almost endless opportunities and employments. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 
The Mathematics course in Years 10 and 11 aims to provide each student with the knowledge 
and skills appropriate to his or her level of ability, the confidence and ability to apply these in 
practical or problem solving situations, and the opportunity to fulfil his or her potential in the 
subject. It also stands as a basis to allow students to access Maths courses in Key Stage 5. 
 

Which Examination Board will I follow? 
 
For Mathematics, students follow the syllabus set by the AQA examination board.  

 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Students will enter GCSE Maths at either Higher Tier (9 - 4) or Foundation Tier (5 - 1), on the 
new numbered system.  There is no coursework element to the course.  
 
Recent changes to KS4 assessment regulations mean that pupils must take three question 
papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. Each paper 
contains equal weighting.  
 
The most able students will also cover a course in Further Mathematics. This is a level 2 
qualification, which will deepen and expand their mathematical understanding.   
 
We aim to be flexible on the pathway taken by each student in Mathematics and in some 
circumstances students may be offered a more appropriate course at entry level or level 1, 2 
or 3. 
 
Students will be expected to provide basic mathematical equipment, including a scientific 
calculator, ruler, protractor and a pair of compass. 
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SCIENCE 
 
The aim of Science is to provide students with knowledge, skills and an understanding of óhow 
Science worksô in the world at large, as well as in the laboratory. A huge number of different 
careers require people with the skills acquired by studying different Science qualifications. It is 
also important that students appreciate the power and limitations of Science to solve industrial, 
social and environmental problems. 
 

Science lessons at Rushcliffe School 
 
Science lessons at Rushcliffe are designed to develop the 
knowledge, skills and understanding students will need in the 
future. 
 
Science lessons at Rushcliffe School have: 
 
- High expectations    
- Clear learning objectives 
- Pace and Challenge    
- A variety of learning activities 
 
It is our firm belief that all students should succeed in science lessons and, during lessons, 
teachers provide targeted support where it is needed and ensure that activities stretch and 
extend all pupils ï particularly the most able. 
 

Science at KS4 - Is this subject an option? 

 

A majority of students will opt for Double Award Science which will follow the AQA ñCombined 
Science Trilogyò GCSE specification. This replaces the traditional ñCoreò and ñAdditionalò 
science GCSEs and will give students a balanced experience of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics over the two year course. Students will receive five lessons each week for science 
delivered by two different science teachers. At the end of year 11, students will be assessed 
and will achieve two GCSE qualifications to reflect their success in Double Award Science. 
 

Many students however may wish to study the AQA Triple Award Science and work towards 

separate GCSEs in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students who wish to follow 
this pathway must choose the triple science option. However, all students are expected to have 
a balanced diet of all three science subjects and therefore it is not possible to select only two 
science subjects and drop the third one. (i.e. choose Biology & Chemistry only). 
 
Students who choose the triple science option will experience seven lessons of science a week 
which will be delivered by three different science teachers who will be teaching within their own 
specialism. At the end of year 11, students will be assessed and receive three GCSE 
qualifications to reflect their success in Triple Award Science.  
 
It is strongly recommended that students who take the Triple Award option have achieved a 
minimum of a level 6 by the end of year 9 and have a real passion for the science subjects.  
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Assessment in Science 

 

The Double Award qualification involves six written exams in total which will account for 100% 
of the final mark awarded; there is no longer a coursework element to this qualification and all 
exams are taken at the end of Year 11. The six exams are available as either higher or 
foundation tier and will consist of two exams for Biology, two exams for Chemistry and two 
exams for Physics. Each exam will assess different topics within each subject. 
 
Each exam paper will have 70 marks available, will last 1 hour and 15 minutes and will contain 
a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed and short answer questions as well as some 
elements of open response answers. The final GCSE grades awarded will reflect overall 
performance across all 6 exams and will fall on a 17 point sliding scale from 9-9, 9-8, 8-8 
(Higher level) down to 2-2, 2-1 and 1-1 (Lower level). 

 
 

The Triple Award qualification (GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics) will be 

assessed by two written exams for each of the GCSE science subjects and the combined 
results for the two subject specific exams will account for 100% of the final mark awarded; 
again, there is no longer a coursework element to this qualification and all exams must be 
taken at the end of Year 11. Each of the exams will be available as either higher or foundation 
tier and each exam will assess different topics within each subject. 
 
Each exam paper will have 100 marks available, will last 1 hour and 45 minutes and will 
contain a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed and short answer questions as well as 
some elements of open response answers. The final GCSE level awarded will reflect overall 
performance across both exams for that specific subject and as a result students will receive 
three separate science GCSE grades in the range 9 to 1 (one grade each for GCSE Biology, 
GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics). 
 
 
The Science courses available in years 10 and 11 will further develop skills in mathematics, 
literacy and communication, ICT, problem solving and working cooperatively. Studying Science 
helps you prepare for whatever you choose to do beyond year 11. 
 

Pathways post 16 

 
By following the GCSE pathway students will be able to continue onto A Level sciences, 

regardless of whether they studied the Double Award or the Triple Award option. However, 
for students wishing to pursue a career in science, the Triple award option undoubtedly 
provides a better platform for further study. 
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CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(Non Examination) 

 
During Key Stage 4 all pupils continue to do two hours of PE per week and will have the 
opportunity to deepen their experience of sporting activities through the introduction of new 
activities as well as continuing activities covered at Key Stage 3.  This will enable students to 
build upon and extend existing skills. 
 
All students take part in a selection from the following:- 
 
Football 
Badminton 
Basketball 
Cricket 
Hockey 

 
5-a-side Soccer 
Netball 
Rugby 
Circuit Training 
Gymnastics 

 
Table Tennis 
Tennis 
Volleyball 
Athletics  
Softball 

 
Rounders 
Running  
Keep Fit 
Trampolining 
Yoga 

 

Students will experience officiating, coaching and participating in full game situations. Outside 
instructors may also be invited to give students sessions in various activities such yoga, 
aerobics or street dance. 
 
Students in year 10 will also have the opportunity to gain a leadership award. This is a very 
popular choice and students will be taught how to become Junior Sports Leaders and have the 
opportunity to become involved in teaching and leading sports festivals within School. They will 
be leading their peers, younger students from Rushcliffe and younger students from our feeder 
Schools. Students gain many life skills through this award and you do not need to be great at 
sport to be a great leader. Colleges and employers look upon this award very favourably. 
 

 The over-riding aim is to introduce students to further activities that they may 

choose to take part in for the rest of their lives. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

SPANISH AND FRENCH 
 
Spanish and French are both popular options at Rushcliffe School. The study of foreign 
languages is now a key and highly sought-after skill, in our globalised and vibrant world. It is a 
proven fact that studying a GCSE in a language will open doors, whether it is in employment or 
when visiting other countries as a tourist. In addition, it will provide you with valuable 
transferable skills to other subjects and a well-respected qualification which is highly regarded 
by the best universities.  

 

How will I be assessed? 
  
The GCSE is examined with final exams in the main four skill areas: listening, reading, 
speaking and writing. All the skills are of equal weighting, each one accounting for 25% of the 
final grade.  The speaking exam will be conducted by your language teacher in a supportive 
and positive way.  
 

What will I be studying during the course? 

 
GCSE Spanish and French cover some topics that will already be familiar to you, such as free 
time but also new refreshing topic areas such as learning about customs, traditions  and 
culture of the target language countries and applying the language skills to the business world. 
Your understanding of how languages work will improve and you will acquire the foundations 
to become fluent in a foreign language.   
 

Should I do both languages? 

 
We have a proud tradition at Rushcliffe of encouraging students to excel in languages by 
choosing two languages at GCSE level. The study of two languages is a rewarding and 
exciting experience which is never regretted by students who choose it. It also has the added 
advantage of reinforcing language learning skills which means that the dual linguists often get 
excellent results in the exams. 
 

Students already doing Y9 GCSE  
 
If you are doing Spanish GCSE Foundation Tier this year, you can continue doing Spanish in 
Y10 shall you wish. Please talk to your Spanish teacher or Ms Vicente who will be able to 
explain in detail the differences between GCSE KS3 and KS4 course.  

 

Pathways Post 16 

 
The GCSE in MFL obviously leads to the possibility of studying Spanish or French at A Level. 
Many of our students then go on to study a MFL at University as their main degree or as part 
of the European ERASMUS scheme where British students can study in Spanish and French 
universities as part of any degree course. Knowledge of a language is a sought after skill 
which will give you a huge advantage in the jobsô market in later life whatever career path you 
choose to follow. 
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Extra-curricular 
 
French students are given the opportunity to visit the Lille Christmas market and surrounding 
area during a three day trip.  Spanish students have the opportunity to take part in a four-day 
educational visit to Barcelona, Spain. The purpose of both trips is to give students an 
opportunity to experience the culture of the target language country and to bring alive the 
language which they study in the classroom. 
 
In addition Y10 Spanish students can also take part in a Homestay Exchange with students in 
Madrid. This trip is an excellent opportunity to practise their Spanish language skills and 
experience Spanish real life and culture at first hand.  
 
Y10 students are also encouraged to take part in the Language Leaders Programme which 
rewards participation in a variety of linguistic and cultural related activities from ólearning to 
teachô and coaching other students to fundraising. 
 
Also running in Year 10/11 is the cinema club where pupils are invited to join their teachers at 
Broadway Cinema for a viewing of French/Spanish films at a special discount.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
Geography is not just about places. You will travel the world from the classroom exploring the 
big issues that affect us all, like: caring for the environment, concern for other cultures and for 
countries less fortunate than ours, global interdependence and sustainable development. 
Students are encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different 
viewpoints, values and attitudes. 
 
Additionally, geography offers you a wide range of skills that will be useful for the examination 
and your future education and career. These include use of primary and secondary data, 
analysis and evaluation; geographical skills such as mapwork and fieldwork; communication 
skills like report writing, decision-making and team working; knowing the best places to go on 
holiday! 
 

Geography gets excellent exam results and is very popular in the Sixth Form. It is a bridge 
between arts and sciences and gives a wider range of job opportunities than almost any other 
subject. It is also part of the English Baccalaureate, so choosing it at GCSE will help you to 
achieve this. 
 

Which examination board will I follow? 
The examination board you will follow is AQA specification A 
 

What will I study? 
You will study 3 units; 
Unit 1 Living with the Physical Environment, studying the dynamic nature of physical processes 
and systems, and human interaction with them in a variety of places and at a range of scales. 
Topics include Natural hazards ï tectonic and weather hazards and climate change; Living 
World ï ecosystems, tropical rainforests and hot deserts; Physical landscapes in the UK ï 
coasts, rivers and UK landscapes. The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of the 
tectonic, geomorphological, biological and meteorological processes and features in different 
environments, and the need for management strategies governed by sustainability and 
consideration of the direct and indirect effects of human interaction with the Earth and the 
atmosphere. 
Unit 2 Challenges in the Human Environment, studying human processes, systems and 
outcomes and how these change both spatially and temporally. They are studied in a variety of 
places and at a range of scales and include places in various stages of development, such as 
higher income countries (HICs), lower income countries (LICs) and newly emerging economies 
(NEEs). Topics include urban issues and challenges, changing economic world, challenge of 
resources management and energy. The aims of this unit are to develop an understanding of 
the factors that produce a diverse variety of human environments; the dynamic nature of these 
environments that change over time and place; the need for sustainable management; and the 
areas of current and future challenge and opportunity for these environments. 
Unit 3 is Geographical Applications which will involve the completion of 2 fieldwork enquiries 
and an issue evaluation which involves studying a resource booklet on an issue from one of 
the topics studied which will require the development of critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills. 
In each topic we will examine case studies to illustrate the theories/processes and to increase 
the breadth and depth of our understanding. 
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How will I be assessed? 
The GCSE comprises 3 Examinations in the summer of Year 11; 
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment (35% of the GCSE) 
Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment (35% of the GCSE) 
(Paper 1 and 2 Question types are: multiple-choice, short answer and extended prose.) 
Paper 3: Geographical Applications (30% of the GCSE) 
Question types: decision making exercise based on pre-released resource booklet on an issue 
related to one of the topics studied and short answer questions on fieldwork skills and students 
own fieldwork enquires. 
 

Where will Geography take me? 
Geography opens the doors to a wide range of careers here are some examples; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development 

Officer  

Retailer  

Crime 

Analyst  

Transport 

Manager  
Housing 

Officer  Chartered 

Surveyor  

Planner  

Social 

Worker  

Lawyer  

Accountant  

Aid Worker  

Charity 

Coordinator  

Weather 

Presenter  

Civil 

Engineer  
Travel Agent  

Tour Guide  

Forestry 

Ranger  

Teacher  
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HISTORY 
 
History in itself is interesting. People love to find out about the 
past and ask questions about the world around them. History also 
develops skills in young people; it enables students to think for 
themselves, to understand a wide range of opinions and 
interpretations, to formulate ideas and opinions and to use a wide 
range of literacy and personal skills.  
 
Students will develop their critical thinking skills; to evaluate and 
assess information and issues; key skills for life and skills 
relevant to a wide range of career paths. These include law, 
politics, the media, accountancy, corporate management, 
teaching, work in museums and research, the civil service, 
lecturing, personnel and many more that require skills in dealing 
with various sources of information, working with people and expressing your ideas in a logical 
and ordered way. 
History is also part of the English Baccalaureate, so choosing it at GCSE will help you to 
achieve this. 
 

 

History at Rushcliffe 

 
History is a popular and high achieving subject at GCSE. The GCSE course is varied and 
interesting and is based around important skills and ways of thinking. Crucial to the course is 
the notion of History as a thinking, arguing subject based on different kinds of evidence and 
different points of view.  
 
We follow the Edexcel syllabus where we follow 4 different periods of history set across 
varying time periods. These are assessed through 3 exams sat at the end of the year. 
 
 

Thematic Study - Medicine in Britain c1250 to present. 
This thematic study will enable learners to understand changes and continuities in public 
health in Britain from c1250 to the present. Three issues will be addressed consistently 
throughout the study: 

¶ The impact of living conditions on peopleôs health 

¶ The response to epidemics 

¶ Attempts to improve public health 
Students will be able to explain the ways in which the following five factors influence change 
and continuity in public health: 

¶ Beliefs, attitudes and values 

¶ Local and national government 

¶ Science and technology 

¶ Urbanisation 

¶ Wealth and poverty. 
 
This section of the course also focuses on a specific learning environment. Students look at 
the Western Front during the First World War and look at the injuries and treatments that 
soldiers received at the frontline. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A ôplague doctorõ  
from 1 665  
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Modern Depth Study- Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 
This is a study of a fascinating period of History. The aim is to develop studentsô understanding 
as to how Germany recovered after the First World War and to assess the reasons why the 
Nazis were voted in. Students then investigate the nature and impact of the Nazi dictatorship 
on Germany and the rest of Europe, helping them to widen their sympathies and knowledge of 
human experience. It will also help students understand the different experiences and 
interpretations of life under Nazi rule. 
This part of the course is supported by an optional visit to Berlin. 

 

British Depth Study- Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 
Elizabeth I is an iconic figures of British history. Her portraits, the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada and her decision not to marry in such a patriarchal period of history add the intrigue 
during this period. Students will discover what threats Elizabeth had to deal with, the 
challenges she faced from foreign aggressors and the state of society in an age of exploration. 
 

Period Study- The American West 1835-1895 
This period study follows the unfolding narrative how America expanded across its plains 
westward and the implications this had over the Native Americans who lived there. Students 
investigate how the American Civil War, the evolving ideology of America and the desire for 
wealth change an entire country and civilisation forever. 
 
If you have an open mind and enjoy finding out about the world around you we look forward to 
working with you over the next two years! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Reichstag ð Germanyõs former 
parliament building  

 

 
 

Elizabethõs Armada Portrait 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 
 

              

 . 
At Rushcliffe the new GCSE course will involve studying four themes relating to Philosophy 
and Ethics as well as the beliefs, teachings and practices of two religions.  This course would 

suit students who love debating issues and it will help them to develop skills such as critical 

thinking, analysis and independent thinking as well as self-understanding. 
 

What will I study? 
 
We will be studying the new AQA Religious Studies A syllabus:  
 

Thematic Studies  

 

ü Relationships and Families:  Exploring views on sex, marriage and divorce, Family and 
gender equality. 

ü Religion and Life:  Looking at the origins and value of the universe and the origins and 
value of human life with a focus on issues of medical ethics such as abortion and 
euthanasia. 

ü The Existence of God and Revelation: Examining Philosophical arguments for and 
against the existence of God and evaluating the sources of knowledge about God, 
such as revelation through visions and enlightenment. 

ü Religion, Crime and Punishment:  Considering the concepts of good and evil plus the 
causes of crime and examining different forms of punishment as well as the concept of 
forgiveness. 

  

The study of religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 

 

ü Buddhism: Studying the Buddhaôs life and teachings, key beliefs and Buddhist practices 
and codes of behaviour. 

ü Christianity: Learning about the key beliefs and teachings, Christian practices and the 
role of church in society. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
The course will be assessed through examinations.  Pupils will have two exam papers, taken in 
two sittings at the end of Year 11.   Each exam paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 

Where will Philosophy and Ethics take me? 
The course is considered as academic study with skills similar to those developed in English, 
History, Sociology and Psychology. 
 
Studying this course is a way of keeping informed about the world around us and can, 
therefore, lead on to any career.  It would be seen as particularly useful for careers in 
Journalism, Medicine, Law, Social Work, International Diplomacy, Politics and Counselling. 
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COMPUTING and IT 
 

The Computing department is offering you a choice of 2 qualifications in Computing and I.T. 
 

GCSE Computer Science ï (EDUQAS)1-9 
If you enjoy coding, this could be the course for you. 
The GCSE Computer Science course is an EBAC subject, made up of 20% controlled 
assessment and 80% from 2 theory exams papers.  
You will learn a range of programming tools and languages such as Python, Java, and HTML. 
Computers are widely used in all aspects of business, industry, government, education, leisure 
and the home. In this technological age, a study of computer science, and particularly how 
computers are used in the solution of a variety of problems, is essential to learners. 
The structure of the course is: 

Component 1: Understanding Computer Science 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of the qualification 

Component 2: Computational Thinking and Programming 
On-screen examination: 2 hours 
30% of the qualification 

Component 3: Software Development 
Non-exam assessment: 20 hours 
20% of qualification 
 

AQA Technical Award in IT. 
This new qualification replaces GCSE ICT.  
Technical Awards are practical, vocational qualifications available to 14-16 year olds to take 
alongside GCSEs 
AQA have designed this new qualification around the three vocational areas in which research 
has shown the greatest skills gaps: 
 

¶ creative sector (gaming and websites) 

¶ data management (spreadsheets and databases) 

¶ technical (networking/building/configuring a PC). 

You will study all 3 areas, but we will specialize in the creative sector where you will be able to 
make either: 

¶ an entertainment product, such as a game 

¶ Or a Multimedia Website. 

There are two internally-assessed units, and a third unit that is externally assessed: 
Unit 1: Understanding IT Systems (30%) 
Unit 2: Creating IT Systems (30%) 
Unit 3: Fundamentals of IT (written exam ï 40%). 
 

.Assessment ranges from Credit at Level 1 to Distinction* at Level 2, which is equivalent to A* 
GCSE grade. Or a 8/9 at (9-1) grading. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/technical-awards
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ART AND DESIGN 
 

Do you have a passion for Art? Are you willing to put in the time to be a success? Do 

you find art relaxing and exciting?  

 
To take Art to GCSE level it is expected that you have 
demonstrated a genuine interest in the subject at KS3 
and that you have shown a willingness to work at 
acquiring the necessary skills. The course builds upon 
the skills and knowledge acquired at KS3. It is also 
important that you enjoy the subject. 
  

Which examination board will I follow? 
At Rushcliffe School students follow the OCR syllabus in 
ART and DESIGN (Fine Art) J171. 
 

 What will I be studying during the course?  
Students will produce a portfolio of work over 2 years 
developed from the theme of portraits.  
This will contribute 60% of the marks. 
 
You will be given the opportunity to work in a variety of 
media; drawing, painting, clay, ICT, printing and mixed 
media. Study the work of artists and designers and 
evaluate and appraise works of art. You will be 
encouraged to visit regional Art galleries. 
 

The syllabus aims to develop visual perception and understanding through practical work, 
historical and cultural knowledge and critical appraisal.  
 

You will be expected to work at home as well as in class. You should do at least three hours 
study per week. You will need to provide yourself with some Art equipment to work with. 
Alternatively you can purchase an Art pack from Mrs Harrington at the end of year 9.  
 
Rushcliffe School Art department enjoy continued success at GCSE level with a consistently 
high pass rate; (98-100% 5-9 grade) 
  

How will I be assessed? 
All of your coursework form the beginning of year 10 will be assessed, this equates to 60% of 
the GCSE grade. 
You will be given a GCSE Art examination paper to choose a topic to develop in February of 
year 11 which will be 40% of your final GCSE grade. 
All work is marked and moderated at the end of year 11. 
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Career Path 
Your GCSE studies will lead progressively towards AS and A2 level courses. Or help you to 
access a variety of professions after your exams in year 11. 
Pupils who have taken art at GCSE and A level go on to study at degree level in subjects such 
as: 

 
Fine art 
Fashion  
Architecture 
Interior Design  
Product Design 
Graphic Design and Illustration. 
 
 

Whatôs next? 
You may choose to continue with your art at óA levelô at 
Rushcliffe sixth form or college where you would be taught 
in an art studio in smaller groups on projects of your choice 
over two years. 
You may decide that you would like to continue with Art full 
time at college. There are excellent courses at Central 
College and NCN (more information is available on their 
website). 
 

Is GCSE art useful? 
If you do not necessarily want to pursue a career in art it is 
still a very useful subject to take at GCSE. It has many 
transferable skills and is useful if you decide to pursue a career in Childcare, Hair and Beauty 
or Web Design for example. 
 
If you wish to study architecture or gaming design you will need to have a GCSE in art and 
design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 23 

 

 

 

DRAMA 
 

Exam Board Teachers: 

AQA Ms Wilson 
Mr Pitts 

 
All the worldôs a stage, and a GCSE Drama qualification will prepare you 
for the role of a lifetime by providing you with the skills to communicate 
clearly and confidently, work closely with others and perform under 
pressure. 
 
Our aim: 
Our GCSE Drama qualification will equip you with a range of skills much sought after in the 
wider world of work and education. It will: 

Å Develop ways of communicating confidently and creatively 

Å Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas 

Å Provide the skills of working with others ï you work individually, in pairs or in a group  

Å Introduce the tools and the language of drama 

Å Explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context 

Å Reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others 

Å Explore the creative work of the designer, deviser and directoré as well as the 
performer 

Å Enable progress to our A Level Drama and Theatre course. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Learning through doing - course content  

Taking an enjoyable and practical approach to Drama, this qualification not only covers the 
art of performance, but it also comprises a wide variety of exciting topics and styles such 
as Brechtôs Political theatre, Artaudôs theatre of Nightmare, Grimm Fairy Tales and texts 
such as Blood Brothers and Noughts and Crosses.  
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Units 

 
 
Career Paths: 
It is now widely recognised that Drama can make an enormous contribution to your 
personal development. In todayôs world employers are looking for mature, creative people 
who can communicate effectively ï precisely the skills that Drama develops. Drama will 
help develop your ability to work in a team. It gives you the opportunity to understand 
different points of view, create your own opinions, listen purposefully and develop important 
language skills. Possible careers could include: Actor, Director, Producer, Lighting 
Designer, Sound Designer, Costume Designer, Stage Manager, Theatre Manager, Theatre 
Critic, Events Planner, Set Builder, Film & TV, Advertising, Marketing, Journalism or 
Teaching. 
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MUSIC 
 
 
The OCR GCSE Music course will give you opportunities to write, 
perform and learn about a range of music from across the world and 
spanning over 400 years! You will gain confidence on the instrument of 
your choice, whether it is one you have played for years or just started, 
and you will have access to the best music facilities Rushcliffe, including 
the Sibelius media room and the recording studio. 
 
The course in linear ï this means that everything is assessed officially at 
the end of the course, so you have plenty of time to start from scratch or 
to develop your current skills even further. 
 

There are five Areas of Study on the OCR GCSE Music course AoS 1 is all practical and AoS 2-5 
are assessed in the form of a listening exam that will be sat in June 2019 : 
 

Area of Study 1 ï My Music 

¶ Write two pieces of music (minimum of 3 minutes total) and record two 
performances (minimum of 4 minutes total). To be completed and officially 
assessed by April 2019 
 

Area of Study 2 ï The Concerto Through Time 

¶ Learn about how the concerto evolved and changed the face of classical 
music 
 

Area of Study 3 ï Rhythms of the World 

¶ Experience Samba music, African polyrhythms, Indian ragas and other 
World music. 
 

Area of Study 4 ï Film Music 

¶ You will learn how to write music for the screen and how music in film is 
used to convey emotion and feeling. 
 

Area of Study 5 ï Conventions of Pop 

¶ Discover how pop music evolved, from Elvis Presley to Adele. 
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I donôt want to sing and/or perform in front of people. I get embarrassed. 
 
Although you do have to óperformô technically, it is not in front of an audience of any kind. You 
can choose how to create your music and whether you use your voice or not; it is not 
compulsory. However if you do want to perform to an audience you can do that too! 
 

I canôt play a musical instrument. 
 
It doesnôt matter. You donôt get assessed until the end of the course so that gives you two 
whole years to improve on the instrument of your choice. You can also be assessed via music 
technology e.g. DJing, recording, sequencing etc. which can lead on to A-Levels in both Music 
and Music Technology. 
 

I like music, but I donôt want to be a musician when Iôm older. 

 
That doesnôt matter. If you enjoy the subject and think that you will do well at it, thatôs all that 
matters. Your GCSE studies are going to be difficult and having a subject that will allow you to 
have some time away from essays and written coursework can be invaluable.  
 
Also, having an Arts subject on your CV shows a well-rounded curriculum and will give you the 
edge over other applicants to Colleges and Universities. 

 
I am considering a career in music when I am older. How can the course help 

me? 
 
Taking GCSE music is the first step towards a career with music which offers a high level of 
job satisfaction for anyone with a strong interest in music. Music offers a wide variety of 
opportunities. To name a few there are jobs in performing; education; composing; Arts 
administration; music therapy; publishing; broadcasting; record companies; press and many 
more! 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

GCSE COURSE (EDEXCEL EXAM BOARD) 
60% Theory applied in sporting situations/scenarios and 40% Practical and 

coursework 

Components Content Assessment 
Fitness and Body Systems ¶ Applied Anatomy and Physiology (Cardio, respiratory 

and skeletal systems) 

¶ Movement Analysis (Biomechanics and IPAD 
Practical) 

¶ Physical Training (Principles of Training) 

1 hour 45 minute 
Exam 
90 Marks 
36% 

Health and Performance 

 

¶ Health, fitness and wellbeing (diet, rest, recovery) 

¶ Sport psychology (arousal, anxiety effecting 
performance) 

¶ Socio-Cultural influences (barriers and influences) 

1 hour 15 minute 
Exam 
70 Marks 
24% 

Practical Performance 
 
 
 
 

¶ CHOOSE 3 Practical Activities, 1 must be 

a team, 1 must be an individual, the 

third can be either (see tables below) 
¶ Skills and full games in individual activities 

¶ Skills and full games in team activities 

90 marks 
30% 

Personal Exercise Programme 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Analysis of performance and evaluation of PEP 
(personal exercise program) 

20 Marks 
10% 

 

3 PRACTICALS:  1st Team, 2nd Individual & 3rd can be either  
Pathways post 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathways Post 16 
The course should appeal to anyone with an interest in Sport, Recreation and Leisure.  Related careers 
may include: - Leisure Centre / Recreation Manager, Physiotherapist, Physical Training Instructor, sport 
scientist,.  GCSE PE links to A Level PE and BTEC level 3 sports courses. 

 

 


